
Dear Sycamore Residents,

As elected officials of the community, we are writing to inform you of a critical decision. 
On May 15, 2019, the Sycamore Board of Education unanimously voted to place a $127.5 million bond issue 
on the November 5, 2019 ballot to renovate and replace some of our aged facilities. 
If approved, this will result in an increase of $84 annually per $100,000 of home market value.

Our process began three years ago with extensive facility assessments, community engagement sessions, 
educational visioning, and concept testing with the community. The Board of Education received extensive 
feedback from staff, families, students, and the community that guided our decision-making. Although 
our school buildings have been well maintained, the costs associated with repairing obsolete facilities and 
mechanical systems are simply no longer a prudent investment of taxpayer dollars. We believe the best 
solution for our whole community is to replace E.H. Greene Intermediate and Sycamore Junior High School, 
renovate Sycamore High School, and provide more early childhood opportunities within our current 
grade level configuration.

Sycamore Schools has become known as a destination district for families by focusing on continuous 
improvement and adapting to growing shifts in education. To remain competitive, the district can no longer 
ignore the growing needs of our oldest facilities, which are on average, nearly 60 years old. Our vision for 
the future includes learning environments that are agile and adaptive, and easily support a broad spectrum 
of learning styles and innovative instructional techniques. 

We will continue to provide you with additional information on the bond issue and the complete districtwide 
facilities plan. Please visit the Master Facility section on our website, www.sycamoreschools.org, for more 
information or call (513) 686-1700. You can also email questions or comments to mfp@sycamoreschools.org

The Board appreciates the community’s ongoing support to ensure continued academic excellence. 
It is our commitment to continue the utilization of financial parameters and fiscally responsible practices 
and providing schools that add value to our strong and vibrant community.

With great respect,

The Sycamore Community Schools Board of Education



 
MASTER 
FACILITY PLAN
The bond issue on the November 2019 ballot will address aged 
facilities, expand early childhood opportunities, and enhance 
excellent academic programming.

E.H. GREENE INTERMEDIATE (Portions date back to 1962)

E.H. Greene Intermediate (Grades 5-6) at Aldine Rd. 
will be replaced with a new Grades 5-6 building.

SYCAMORE JUNIOR HIGH (Portions date back to 1926)

Sycamore Junior High (Grades 7-8) at Cooper Rd. 
will be replaced with a new Grades 7-8 building.

New building will ease traffic and parking issues.

SYCAMORE HIGH SCHOOL (Portions date back to 1974)

Sycamore High School (Grades 9-12) at Cornell Rd. 
will undergo a $35 million renovation.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPANSION
Sycamore's Five-Star Preschool Program will add 
four new sections by moving from Maple Dale Elementary 
to new space at Blue Ash and Symmes Elementary Schools.

By repurposing classrooms at each elementary school, the 
district will have space for a potential full-day kindergarten 
expansion in the future.

SYMMES ELEMENTARY (Portions date back to 1988)

Symmes Elementary (Grades PK-4) 
at Enyart Rd. will be renovated and expanded 
to accommodate growth.

Classrooms will be added and repurposed for 
preschool expansion.

BLUE ASH ELEMENTARY
Blue Ash Elementary (Grades PK-4) at Plainfield Rd. 
will receive minimal upgrades.

UC Blue Ash Wing classrooms will be repurposed 
for preschool expansion.

MAPLE DALE AND MONTGOMERY ELEMENTARY
Both elementary schools (Grades K-4) will receive minimal 
classroom upgrades to enhance the learning environment.

SYCAMORE STADIUM (Original built in 1966)

A new stadium will be built at Sycamore High 
School at Cornell Road only if the district 
reaches its commitment to raise a minimum 
of $2.5 million in private funding.
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Have a question? Contact us at mfp@sycamoreschools.org

Phase I: Facility Assessment
A team of experts evaluated all buildings, 
examining the architectural, structural condition, 
as well as mechanical, electrical and plumbing. 
Reassessment completed in 2018.
Results:
The fiscally responsible action would be to replace 
E.H. Greene Intermediate, Sycamore Junior High, 
and Sycamore Stadium due to the high cost to 
renovate obsolete systems and aged facilities.

Phase II: Community Engagement
The district received input from 1,400 students, 
staff, families, and community members about 
the future of our facilities.
Results:
72% Replace E.H. Greene Intermediate
87% Replace Sycamore Junior High
73% Renovate Sycamore High School

Phase III: Concept Testing
The district concept tested three Master Facility 
Options during 14 public sessions to gauge 
which option the community liked best. 
Nearly 1,000 people participated in a survey.
Results:
Maintain current grade configurations, while 
expanding early childhood learning opportunities.

Phase IV: Board Approval
Based on community feedback, the Sycamore 
Board of Education has approved a $127.5 Million 
Master Facility Plan that includes replacing and 
renovating aged facilities as well as expanding 
opportunities for early childhood learning.
Results:
Bond issue to fund the Master Facility Plan 
will be on the November 2019 ballot.

What’s Next
Voters will decide on a bond issue that will 
cost taxpayers an additional $84 annually per 
$100,000 of home market value. 
If approved, the design process will involve 
community input and will take 12-18 months 
to complete. Construction could begin as soon 
as 2020 and take until 2024 to complete.
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