
Speaking UP 
Against Bias

August 12, 2019



Welcome!
We are the Sycamore 
Culturally Responsive 
Practices Team

2@WeRSycamore



From Equity Literacy and Poverty to 
Responding to Everyday 

Stereotypes and Bias
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Spring 2019: CRP Staff Post 
Survey



Today’s 
Objectives:

Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Standards 
Domain: Action

Standards: 18 and 19
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1. We will learn to speak up with courage and 
respect when we or someone else has been hurt 
or wronged by bias.

2. We will commit to making principled 
decisions about when and how to take a stand 
against bias and injustice in our everyday lives and 
will do it despite negative peer or group pressure.



“The key to moving forward is 
what we do with our discomfort. 

We can use it as a door out -- blame the messenger and 
disregard the message. 

Or we can use it as a door in by asking, 
Why does this unsettle me? 

What would it mean for me if this were true? 

- Robin DiAngelo
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COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS

1. Use & receive “I” statements with respect.

2. Respect confidentiality.

3. Embrace messiness & kindness.

4. Practice accountability (intent vs. impact)

5. Be aware of equity of voice (move up, move 
back).
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FRIENDLY REMINDERS

● What you learn leaves here.
● We are each at different spots in this 

journey.
● During the activity, consider how it will 

work in your context, and share that 
information with us.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6xSyRJqIe8


ESSENTIAL QUESTION

I am a person who will speak up against bigotry.
 

I will not let hate have the last word.
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Have you ever said these words to yourself?



Speak Up At School: A Pocket Guide
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11

Interrupt Question

Educate Echo



Scenario 1: Staff Meeting

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kpnSyfNaRw


Scenario 2: Local Park

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEr6eo1J7Aw


Scenario 3: School

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMx15U4pRl4


Scenario 4: Classroom

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlWpVmeEeb0


REFLECTION

Which was 
hardest for 

you to 
know what 

to say? 
Why? 

Which one 
has 

impacted 
you the 
most? 
Why?

Which was 
easiest for 

you to 
know what 

to say? 
Why?
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Let’s review 

TOOLS
You now have the tools 
to speak up against biased language, 
prejudice and stereotype 
every time you hear them.
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Let’s review 

EVEN
if the hate speech or bias is not 
actually about you, it isn't LESS 
important for you to SPEAK UP...

...it’s actually MORE important to SPEAK UP 
because the person it is directly impacting 
probably isn’t in a position to SPEAK UP for 
themselves in that moment.

18



“IN THE END, WE WILL 
REMEMBER NOT THE 

WORDS OF OUR 
ENEMIES, BUT THE 

SILENCE OF OUR FRIENDS.

- DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
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SO, how will YOU respond 
the next time you hear biased language?



Choose your own 
destination!  

The schedule can be found 
on the website or in an 
email sent on Aug 7th
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Take Flight!


