
 
English 9 Accelerated: Mrs. Feist & Mrs. LeBlanc 

Summer Reading 2017 
 
Each student will complete two activities in response to the summer readings. First, each student will write an 

essay that analyzes a character developed in a work of fiction. Next, each student will create a chart analyzing the 
qualities of one character in the choice book. Please carefully read all of the information included in this handout so 
that you correctly understand the details of the summer assignments.  

 
Assignment One:  
Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of the Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin  

This collection of short stories presents many of the classic tales of ancient Greece. These 
selections will prepare students to understand allusions in classic works and other literary texts 
during the coming school year.  
Assignment: Select one character from Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of the Greek Myths. Then, 
write a one page essay that analyzes why that character is better than any other character 
developed in the book.  Be sure to cite specific evidence to support your claim(s), and be sure that 
you embed and correctly cite all evidence.  Please follow MLA guidelines (You can find a sample 
of a paper written in MLA format on  the Purdue Owl website) 
Due Date: A typed, one-page essay (in MLA format) is due on the first day of school. 

 
Assignment Two: 
Choice Novel 
Each student will select one of the novels from the list below.  
Assignment: Select one character from your choice book. It is best to select a minor character rather than the main 
character of the novel. Then, complete the chart that is copy/pasted below.  Please be sure to develop clear claims, 
unique evidence, and strong reasoning.  
Due Date: A typed copy of the chart is due on the first day of school for all grade levels. 
 

Choice Novel Options 
 
All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr  
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE  (For Mature Readers.  Please use parent discretion). From the 
highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious instant 
New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in 
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her 
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its thousands of 
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their 
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the 
Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where 

Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the 
museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.   In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his 
younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial 
new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to 
track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of 
the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. 

– Goodreads 
 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 
Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life 
has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When 
Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in 
town, Lily decides to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a town 
that holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping 
sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna.  

– Goodreads 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20160920114529_747.pdf


 
 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
The Alchemist is the magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel 
in search of a worldly treasure as extravagant as any ever found. From his home in Spain he 
journeys to the markets of Tangiers and across the Egyptian desert to a fateful encounter with the 
alchemist. The story of the treasures Santiago finds along the way teaches us, as only a few 
stories have done, about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, learning to read the 
omens strewn along life's path, and, above all, following our dreams.  

– Barnes and Noble.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Chart Template is on the next  two pages) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name _____________________________________________________    Bell _________________ 

Book Title ____________________________________________      Author ___________________ 

Choice Book Character Analysis  

Graphic Organizer 

Direction:  Select one character from your choice novel.  Then, fill in the columns below with 

information about your selected character.  Please be sure to create a claim in the first column to the 

left.  

Claim 
Identify an attribute of your 
character.  

Evidence 
Provide a quote from the novel 
that gives evidence of your 
character’s attribute. 
(Please correctly embed the 
quote – “words” or “’dialogue’” 
and (author page number). )  

Reasoning 
Explain what your selected 
quote reveals about your 
character.  Please avoid 
summary; focus on developing 
inferences about your character. 

Example:  Character’s Thoughts 
 
Attribute: 
Verity’s thoughts are realistic 
and optimistic.   

Verity thinks about her situation 
and decides that they will “shoot 
me in the end because that’s 
what you do to enemy agents. 
It’s what we do to enemy 
agents.  After I write this 
confession, if you don’t shoot 
me and I ever make it home, I’ll 
be tried and shot as a 
collaborator anyway.  But I look 
at all the dark and twisted roads 
ahead, and this is the easy one, 
the obvious one” (Wein 5). 

Verity is intelligent and realistic; 
she understands that, despite 
the enemy’s promises, revealing 
codes does not guarantee her 
freedom. Also, she must have 
hope that she can survive 
captivity because she risks being 
labeled a traitor in order to live 
another day.  

Character’s Appearance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Character’s Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Character’s Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Character’s Actions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What another character says or 
feels about your chosen 
character.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

(Grading rubrics are on the next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Grading Rubrics: 
The summer reading assignments will be used as two, substantial grades for first quarter. 
Because students in accelerated classes are expected to meet deadlines throughout the year, no 
credit will be given for late work. Furthermore, if a student does not complete and submit the 
assessments that are due on the first day of class, he/she must meet with his/her parent(s) and the 
teacher within the first three days of class to determine if placement in the Accelerated English 9 
is appropriate. 
 

Heroes, Gods, and Monsters Character Essay Rubric 
MLA Format                                                /5 

✓ Limited to one, full page with a correct, 
MLA heading 

✓ Double spaced 
✓ Times New Roman, twelve point font 
✓ One inch margins 

 
 

Exceptional 

 
 

Effective 

 
 

Does not meet all of 
the standards 

Writing Quality                                           /5 
✓ Organization 
✓ Paragraph structure 
✓ Transitions 
✓ Mechanics 

 
 

Exceptional 

 
 

Effective 

 
 

Does not meet all of 
the standards 

Content                                                    /20  
✓ Specific claim about a character (claim) 
✓ Minimum of three unique pieces of cited 

evidence 
✓ Explanation of HOW the evidence 

develops deeper meaning and insight 
about why your character is better than all 
others  (Ninety percent of your essay 
should offer insight on deeper meanings) 

 
 

Exceptional 

 
 

Effective 

 
 

Does not meet all of 
the standards 

 
Total Points                   /30 

 
 

Choice Book Character Chart Rubric 
Character                            /10 

✓ Specific choice 
✓ Specific claim about 

why he or she is best 

 
Exceptional 

 
Effective 

 
Does not meet all of the 

standards 

Evidence/Examples from the 
Text                                    /10 

✓ Unique  
✓ Correctly embedded 

and cited  

 
 

Exceptional 

 
 

Effective 

 
Does not meet all of the 

standards 

Reasoning/Analysis          /10 
✓ Quality of insights 
✓ Overall conclusion 
✓ Use of transitions 

 
Exceptional 

 
Effective 

 
Does not meet all of the 

standards 

Ten points will be deducted from your grade if the chart is not typed.  You can type directly into the template, or you can 
create your own chart in Microsoft Word or Google Docs.  To create a chart, go to “insert” and then click on “table” Or 
“table” and “insert table” 

 
Total Points                   /30 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 



 






