Sycamore Community Schools is excited to welcome back our students and staff to our buildings
for the start of the 2020-2021 school year.
The Pandemic Planning Task Force and the Sycamore Board of Education have worked diligently
on how best to reopen our schools with the necessary precautions in place to support the safety
and well-being of all of our students and staff. Our framework for returning to school is based on
recommendations from the following:
• Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and Medical Center Infectious Disease Division
• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
• Center for Disease Control (CDC)
• Ohio Department of Health
• Ohio Department of Education
• State of Ohio Governor’s Office
• Hamilton County Public Health
• Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)
• 1N5, Sycamore’s local non-proﬁt mental health partner
• Local Superintendent Task Force
• Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA)

Guiding Principles
for Healthy Back
to School 2020:
Caring for students and
staff - especially the
most vulnerable
Prioritizing student learning
Ensure effective teaching
Operating efficiently,
effectively, and responsibly

Assumptions for Health Back to
School 2020:
• Sycamore Community Schools must be nimble,
ﬂexible, and responsive to ensure the health and
safety of all students and staff.
• The district will need to have the capacity to
operate in various modes at different times and,
sometimes, with minimum advance notice.
• When our schools are operating with students in
the building, they will need to adhere to health
and safety guidelines set forth by the Ohio
Department of Health and local health departments.
Guidelines may change as circumstances change,
which most likely should lead to course corrections
throughout the year.
• The traditional school experience as it was known
prior to the onset of the pandemic will be different,
as will many of the day-to-day practices.
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Families will
have two options
for the Fall
2020 semester:

Option 1
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Virtual Classroom
Learning

Face-to-Face
Learning*

Students attend online
classes ﬁve days a week

Students attend school in
person ﬁve days a week

Classes taught by
Sycamore teachers

Precautionary measures
in place

Curriculum aligned to Ohio’s
Learning Standards

*In the event of elevated local
spread of COVID-19, Face-toFace Learning students may
potentially shift to remote
learning with their current
rostered teachers. Remote
learning would model the
experience of students in the
Virtual Classroom, including
robust content, attendance,
daily learning schedules,
grading, and daily engagement.
Virtual Classroom Learning
would continue separately to
provide continuity of education.

The district is asking families to
commit to either Face-to-Face
Learning or the Virtual Classroom
Learning for the entire Fall semester/
ﬁrst two quarters. Requests to
switch from Face-to-Face to
Virtual Classrooms prior to the end
of the semester will be handled on
an individual basis. Families will need
to ﬁll out an online registration form
for Virtual Classroom Learning or a
Face-to-Face Learning Intention form.
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Virtual Classroom Learning
Sycamore Community Schools will provide students Grades
K-12 who cannot or do not wish to return to school with
100% virtual classroom learning fIve days a week.
• Students will follow a daily schedule of instruction
• Sycamore teachers will instruct the virtual classrooms
• Virtual classrooms will follow the same sequencing and teach
the same standards as the face to face instructional model.
• Aligned to Ohio’s Learning Standards and
Sycamore Schools’ curriculum maps.
• 100% online environment
• Student privacy protected

How will Virtual Classroom Learning be different
from the 4th Quarter remote learning experience?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance will be taken daily
Students will have a daily learning schedule
Students will be actively engaged in learning new content
Student learning will be assessed formatively and summatively
Students will receive grades per the district grading scale
Teachers will engage with students daily
Teachers will monitor student progress to ensure students are learning and progressing
successfully through the standards
• Virtual Classrooms will be monitored to ensure student engagement and curricular alignment,
similar to the process in a face to face teaching environment
• To ensure educational equity, Virtual Classroom ‘walk-throughs’ by an administrator or
instructional expert will occur, similar to the process in a face to face teaching environment
• Live streaming of classes will be considered as an option where appropriate, such as with
unique courses at the HS

How will Virtual Classroom Learning be similar to
Face-to-Face Learning?
• Sycamore teachers will teach the virtual classrooms
• Sycamore teachers will develop relationships with students
• Sycamore teachers will use curriculum resources and best instructional practices to
engage students in learning
• Sycamore teachers in the virtual classroom will collaborate with the face to face teachers
• Students will take the same common assessments in both models, as well as MAP
assessments, as a means to ensure educational equity and alignment of learning expectations
• Students will receive Intervention, Special Education, Gifted and/or ESOL support and have
access to mental health services
• Every effort will be made to allow students to take the same courses as in the face to face
environment. Some exceptions may occur.
• Curriculum is either the same as Sycamore’s or aligned tightly with Ohio’s Learning Standards
and Sycamore’s Curriculum to ensure educational equity.
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A day in the life of Claire,

an SHS Online Virtual Classroom student:
• Claire’s course selections will mirror as closely as possible the course selections
on her current schedule.
• Claire will follow a schedule of classes each day.
• Claire will log-in each day to receive daily instruction from a Sycamore teacher
which will include a variety of engaged learning activities, teacher-led and
student managed activities, as well as peer engagement as appropriate.
• During the daily instructional time with her teacher, Claire will engage with a
Sycamore teacher in the Virtual Classroom to receive reﬁnement of concepts,
practice skill development, receive intervention, receive teacher feedback and
grading as appropriate.
• Claire will engage with the same educational activities and curricular materials
as her peers in the face to face model including many of the same lessons
created as a result of the ongoing collaboration of the Sycamore face to face
and virtual teachers.
• To ensure educational equity, Claire’s learning will follow the same curricular
guidelines as in a traditional classroom and have the same assessment
expectations and grading criteria.

A day in the life of Shamir,

a 3rd grade Virtual Classroom student:
• Shamir’s classes will mirror as closely as possible his current schedule.
• Shamir will follow a schedule of classes each day.
• Shamir will log-in each day to receive daily instruction from a Sycamore teacher
which will include both teacher-led and student managed activities, as well as
peer engagement.
• Shamir’s teacher(s) will engage with him daily to ensure active student
involvement, provide instruction, reﬁnement of concepts, intervention,
feedback, and grading.
• Shamir will take the MAP assessment to ensure educational equity and to
monitor progress.
• To further ensure educational equity, the virtual classroom teacher will follow
the same curricular guidelines as in a traditional classroom and have the same
assessment expectations and grading criteria.
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In Virtual Classroom Learning, parents and guardians of elementary students assume the role of
a Learning Partner. Each child would be taught by a Sycamore Community Schools teacher who
will support the child in his or her learning, grade submitted work, and monitor the child’s progress.
However, parents and guardians provide vital support for our younger students in an online
learning environment.

Virtual Classroom Learning K-6 Expectations
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

FAMILY EXPECTATIONS

STUDENTS:
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS SERVING IN THE
ROLE OF “LEARNING PARTNER”:

Students will log-in daily to receive
instruction and all coursework at home
via their district-provided Chromebook
only. Attendance will be taken.
Students will follow a schedule to
complete online learning, assignments,
and assessments.
Communicate questions and concerns
immediately to Sycamore assigned
teachers.
Students and teachers will participate in
virtual check-in meetings designed to
support student course progress and
provide opportunities for students to
connect with each other.
Students will earn grades for their work.
If the state or local regulations require a
school closure, students participating in
this option will continue as scheduled
and will continue to participate in the
Virtual Classroom.
Students may continue to participate in
after-school activities at their school
building, including extra-curricular
activities.

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
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Elementary students will need a parent
or other responsible adult for daily
support throughout the learning
experience.
Provide a stable internet connection
for students.
Provide daily and ongoing guidance,
supervision, and motivation for their
student.
Guide the student through the lessons,
tools, and games as needed.
Oversee assignments and help facilitate
hands-on learning.
Check for understanding and discuss
concepts being taught.
Keep the student on schedule and on pace.
Ensure all components are completed
(activities, assessments, independent
reading, novel studies, practice, etc.)
Communicate questions and concerns
immediately to the teacher.
Parents/Caregivers will, at times, need to
be very hands-on through the process
(read text, submit assignments, choose
answers, help with technical aspects, etc.).

Virtual Classroom Learning 7-12 Expectations
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

FAMILY EXPECTATIONS

STUDENTS:

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS:

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Students will be enrolled in the same
number of courses that they requested
for the 2020-21 school year per semester.
Students will follow a schedule of learning.
Attendance will be taken
Attend synchronous sessions (small
group and individual) with teachers to
receive support and instruction.
Develop healthy online learning habits
that include regularly checking your
school email and online learning
assignments.
Communicate with virtual teachers to ask
questions, express concerns, and/or
clarify understanding.
Participate in virtual check-in meetings
(both small group and individual as needed)
designed to support student course
progress and provide opportunities for
students to connect with each other
where appropriate.
Students will earn grades for their work
and a ﬁnal letter grade will be given in
each course.
If the state or local regulations require a
school closure, students participating in
this option will continue as scheduled
and will continue to engage in this online
environment.
Students may continue to participate in
after-school activities at their school
building, including extra-curricular activities.

•
•

Support your child in developing healthy
online learning habits that include
regularly checking their email, and
Blackboard for school updates to ensure
they are engaged in learning.
Monitor and support student progress.
Advocate for student learning needs
with the virtual instructors when needed.

Online courses offer many beneﬁts to students. These courses offer more ﬂexibility than what can
be found in a traditional classroom. Many students experience a great deal of success with online
courses. But, online courses are not the best educational ﬁt for every student. Understanding the
expectations and commitment required to be successful in an online course are important for any
student and parent.

What does it take to be successful as an online student?
7 Habits of Successful Online Students
5 Tips to Succeed in an Online Course
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Face-to-Face Learning
Sycamore Families can choose to send their students to school for face-to-face learning ﬁve days
a week. The school day will be modiﬁed to accommodate time for social distant transportation,
transitions, and extended lunch periods, as well as frequent handwashing and sanitation of spaces.
Our Healthy Back to School 2020 begins with:

Healthy
Classrooms:
•
•
•

•

Facial covering policy
Frequent handwashing
Maximize physical
distancing to protect
students and staff
Maximize group
distancing to slow
transmission chains

Healthy
Buildings:
•

•

Adjusting the school day
Rethinking transportation
Make time safer

•
•
•
•

Healthy
Schedules:
•
•
•

Frequent sanitation of
classrooms, bathrooms
and common spaces
Monitor ventilation and
ﬁltration systems

Healthy
Activities:

Healthy
Policies:
•

•
•

•
•

Reinforcing a culture of
health, safety, and shared
responsibility
Stay Home If Ill Policy
Sycamore Decision Tree
for Remote Learning vs.
Face-to-Face Learning
Positive COVID-19 Case
Protocol
Protect high-risk students
and staff
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Modiﬁed recess
Modiﬁed physical
education
Reimagined music and
theater classes
Continue athletic activities
with enhanced controls

Healthy Starts
at Home:
•

•

Self-assess health
conditions prior to
coming to school
Disinfecting personal
items

The safety and wellbeing of our students
and staff is our utmost priority as we return
back to school. Precautionary measures will
be followed per CDC and the Ohio
Department of Health guidelines.

Healthy Classrooms

FACIAL COVERINGS
• All staff members are required by the state of Ohio to wear district-approved facial coverings
during the school day, unless it is unsafe to do so or where doing so would signiﬁcantly
interfere with the learning process.
• All students Grades K-12 will be required to wear district-approved masks on the bus and
during the school day with the exception of lunch, recess, and PE classes, or if social
distancing can be ensured.
- Families will be responsible for providing clean, cloth masks
- District will provide a mask if a student forgets, loses, or destroys their mask at school
- Masks must meet CDC recommendations and adhere to the Sycamore Code of Conduct
• Medical waivers will be given for both students and staff
- Accommodations for medical waivers include 6 feet or more distancing from others in
class and physical barriers
FREQUENT HANDWASHING
• Sycamore Schools will build time into the school day for frequent handwashing at the
beginning and end of the school day, before meals, and after using the restroom.
• Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the day.
MAXIMIZE PHYSICAL DISTANCING TO PROTECT STUDENTS AND STAFF
• Students will be kept at no less than 3-6 feet from others (AAP and CCHMC Infectious
Disease Division)
• Adults will be kept at no less than 6 feet from others (CDC)
• Desk spacing will be maximized- no less than 3 feet
• Students will remain seated at their desks
• No sharing of common supplies
MAXIMIZE GROUP DISTANCING TO SLOW TRANSMISSION CHAINS
• Keep K-6 class groups as distinct and separate cohorts as much as possible
• Adjustment of schedules for Grades 7-12 to maximize group distancing
• Avoid large groups and gatherings, both in and outside of school
OTHER WAYS WE ARE KEEPING HEALTHY CLASSROOMS
• Students will receive direct instruction and frequent reminders of safety and health
protocols during PBIS lessons.
• No sharing of common supplies
• Books will be switched out each week and santiized.
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The pandemic has required that extra
precautions be taken to protect the health
of students and staff by ensuring frequent
and regular cleaning and sanitizing.
Sycamore Community Schools will follow
all CDC and the Ohio Department of
Health guidelines.

Healthy Buildings

EACH CLASSROOM WILL BE PROPERLY DISINFECTED AFTER USE BY STUDENTS
• Desks, tables, chairs, and door handles will be wiped down by teachers after each
class/student use
• Countertops will be cleaned nightly as high traffic areas several times per day.
COMMON SPACES AND BATHROOMS WILL BE FREQUENTLY SANITIZED
• Door handles in non-classrooms will be wiped down several times per day.
• Restrooms will be cleaned multiple times daily and thoroughly sanitized each evening.
• Clorox total 360 cleaner & Clorox Anywhere Hard Surface sanitizing spray will be utilized
for both daily spot cleaning as well as for deep cleaning nightly.
LUNCH TABLES AND CHAIRS WILL BE SANITIZED BETWEEN LUNCHES
ADDITIONAL CUSTODIAL STAFF WILL BE UTILIZED DURING THE DAY IN ORDER TO ASSIST
WITH KEY POINT AREA CLEANING
MONITOR VENTILATION AND FILTRATION SYSTEMS
• Daily monitoring by district lead maintenance technician
• Increase to quarterly ﬁlter changes to address any potential air ﬂow issues
• District will work closely with our mechanical contractor to ensure we continue to meet a
high quality of ventilation for all district facilities
• Increase level of outside air being brought into facilities
LOCKERS WILL NOT BE UTILIZED
• EHG students will leave backpacks in homerooms
• JH/HS students will be permitted to carry backpacks
WATER FOUNTAINS WILL BE CLOSED OFF FOR USE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF WATER BOTTLE
FILLING STATIONS
HEALTHY TRANSITIONS
• Staff will monitor hallway traffic and release classes in staggered manner
• Students will be instructed to move from bell to bell without stopping or gathering
• One-way traffic only in hallways and stairs will be marked with spacing and
directional reminders
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Sycamore Schools is proud of the many
co-curricular activities students are
typically provided during the school day.
Realizing the importance of ﬁne arts,
physical education, and the need for social
interaction, we will work toward providing
such opportunities for our students while
maintaining a safe environment.

Healthy Activities

MODIFIED RECESS WILL BE PROVIDED AT THE PK-8 GRADE LEVELS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO
• Adjustments in schedules to reduce numbers of students on the playground
• Limited use of shared equipment
• Sanitation in between cohorts
• Playground supervisors will ensure physical distancing as much as possible
MODIFIED PHYSICAL EDUCATION WILL BE PROVIDED AT ALL LEVELS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO
• Use of outdoor spaces as much as possible
• Forward only positioning for exhalation activities
• Limited partner/group games and shared equipment
• Sanitation in between cohorts
REIMAGINED MUSIC AND THEATER CLASSES WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
• Enhanced levels of music appreciation, songwriting, and music culture/history
• Limited exhalation and shared instrument activities
• 12 feet physical distancing and forward only positioning for exhalation activities
• Use of outside spaces as much as possible

Adjusting schedules to accommodate
physical distancing needed on buses,
during lunch, and transitioning between
classes:
SHS:
SJH:
EHG:
BA:
MD:
MT:
SY:

7:20 am - 2:10 pm*
8:02 am - 2:57 pm*
8:00 am - 2:40 pm*
9:00 am - 3:30 pm*
9:00 am - 3:30 pm*
9:15 am - 3:45 pm*
9:30 am - 4:00 pm*

Healthy Schedules
*Dismissal times are subject to slight change to ensure
enough time for disinfecting between bus routes.

HEALTHY ARRIVAL
• Staff will be assigned to front/back drop off areas. Bus and car drop off will be staggered
(will vary by building)
• Students will enter the building through multiple access points and move directly to their
classrooms
• Staff will monitor physical distancing, one way traffic ﬂow, and will ensure students are
wearing masks as they enter the building and move to their classrooms
HEALTHY DISMISSAL
• Parents picking up students at the end of the day will stay in their cars and drive through the
designated pick up area
• K-4 parent/family will have a numbered tag that allows staff to identify the children being
picked up and escort them to their parent/family
• K-8 staff will escort students to the bus lot to ensure physical distancing
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RETHINKING TRANSPORTATION
• Sycamore Community Schools will move to a four-tier transportation system to allow
disinfecting between runs.
• Only one consistent variance will be allowed in student transportation schedule
• Deep daily cleans
BUS PROCEDURES
• Two students per assigned seat, with siblings sharing
• Load back-to-front to maximize distancing
• Masks required for students while on board the bus
• Drivers are required to wear masks while loading and unloading. Due to safety concerns while
driving, they will be provided with a face shield
• Hand sanitizing stations will be available on the bus
MAKING MEALTIME SAFER
• Online pre-ordering system for breakfast and lunch
- Grades K-6: Pre-ordered cold breakfasts will be available to eat in classrooms each morning
- Grades 7-12: Multiple grab-and-go breakfast stations available with physical distancing
guidelines followed
• Pre-ordered lunches will be distributed in the cafeteria
- Grades K-4: Lunches will be placed on student’s assigned spot
- Grades 6-12: Multiple spaced out lines within the cafeteria will be available for pre-ordered
grab and go meals
• Additional time/periods added to reduce the number of students eating at a time
• Physical distancing in cafeterias (3-6 feet between seats)
• Utilize other available spaces (ie. classrooms, gyms, stages, etc) to maximize physical
distancing
• Grades K-4: students will be escorted to their lunch space by staff and will be assigned
sections by cohort
• Grades 5-12: seating will be assigned and/or pre-selected
• Students will remain seated while in their lunch space, dismissed one table at a time

Sycamore Schools is committed to
reinforcing a culture of health, safety,
and shared responsibility to protect our
students and staff.

Healthy Policies

THREE LAYERED APPROACH TO HEALTH
1. Daily health self-assessments at home
2. Monitoring for symptoms at school, isolate if necessary
3. Daily cleaning at home of frequently used items
STAY HOME IF ILL POLICY
• Temperature of 100°F in the
last 72 hours
• Shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing
• Muscle or body aches
• Sore throat
• New loss of taste or smell
• Vomiting (unidentiﬁed cause,
unrelated to anxiety or eating)

• Cough (unrelated to a chronic condition
such as asthma or allergies)
• Chills
• Fatigue
• Congestion or runny rose
• Headache
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
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Return to School Guidelines
SYMPTOM-BASED STRATEGY:
• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms ﬁrst appeared
• No fever for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medication
• Other symptoms have improved
WHAT IF A STUDENT OR STAFF EXHIBITS SYMPTOMS AT SCHOOL?
• Students must be immediately separated from others; staff must be immediately relieved
of duties and sent home
• Each school has designated isolation area for students who exhibit symptoms to wait for
parent/guardian transportation
- Isolation area is separate from the rest of clinic
- Nursing staff to wear PPE and maintain social distance
- If symptoms intensify before parent/guardian transport, district may arrange for emergency
medical transport
• Classmates will be temporarily removed to another location for deep cleaning of the
classroom and additional ventilation
WHAT IF A STUDENT OR STAFF TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19?
• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 are required to self-quarantine for 14 days per
CDC guidelines.
• Individuals who are symptomatic with suspected COVID-19 must stay home for at least
10 days since symptoms ﬁrst appeared and at least three days (72 hours) with no fever
without the use of fever-reducing medications and symptoms have improved, per Hamilton
County Public Health.
Conﬁrmed case --> Assess Risk --> Short (potential 2-5 day) building closure to clean, disinfect,
and contact trace in consultation with local health officials
PER CDC, TO ASSESS RISK:
• The district will contact Hamilton County Public Health to determine if a targeted classroom/
school closure is necessary on a case-by-case basis
- Two Hamilton County contact tracers assigned to Sycamore Community Schools
- Designate staff member at each building to assist with contact tracing
- Assessment Risk Team: Superintendent, Lead Nurse, Maintenance, Principals, and
Communications
• The district will communicate with staff, parents, and students about closure and possible
COVID-19 exposure
• If closure is necessary, students will temporarily move to a remote learning model
**All contact tracing and positive COVID-19 requirements/guidelines are subject to change based
on CDC and ODH requirements and guidelines.
WHAT IF A STUDENT OR STAFF HAS BEEN IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH A POSITIVE CASE
OF COVID-19?
Per Hamilton County Public Health, asymptomatic contacts testing negative should self-quarantine
for 14 days from their last exposure
• Close contacts should self-isolate and be managed as a probable COVID-19 case
• Close contacts should self-quarantine and be monitored for 14 days after their last exposure,
with clinical care for those who develop symptoms
• All close contacts need to be symptom-free and no fever for 24 hours without fever-reducing
medication
*Close contact is deﬁned as anyone that was within 6 feet of a positive COVID-19 case for 15
minutes in 48 hours prior to being positive or symptomatic, with or without a mask.
*All guidelines are subject to change based on CDC, ODH, and HCPH requirements and guidelines.
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Healthy Back to School starts with being
healthy at home. Sycamore Schools
encourages families to follow CDC and
state health guidelines, including social
distancing and wearing facial coverings.
You can help us keep school safe by
doing the following:

Healthy Starts at Home

DAILY HEALTH SELF-ASSESSMENTS
• Prior to the ﬁrst day of school, all families will sign a COVID-19 Daily Parental/Guardian
Checklist. Each day before school, families should assess for illness symptoms and do a
daily temperature check.
STUDENTS WILL BRING THEIR OWN SUPPLIES AND TISSUE PACKETS AND KEEP THESE
AT THEIR DESKS
DISINFECT SCHOOL SUPPLIES/PERSONAL ITEMS BROUGHT HOME FROM SCHOOL
• District will provide Clean Your Chromebook Protocol
HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING AT BUS STOPS
SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL WITH A WATER BOTTLE FROM HOME

We know that our students are only able to
engage in learning when their minds and
bodies are healthy. Likewise, we know that
behind every successful student is a team
of healthy adults helping them ﬂourish. As
we face these uncertain times, we know
students,families, and staff are experiencing
many emotions, and we are committed to
understanding each individual, validating their
emotional needs, and providing support.

Healthy Minds

STUDENT/FAMILY SUPPORT:
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital will continue to offer school based mental health services to students
who need additional support.
• Face to face sessions will be available in the school with the building therapist
• Telehealth appointments will continue to be available for students who prefer/need
appointments virtually
• We continue to explore opportunities for our therapists to prepare students and families for
the return to school including online information sessions speciﬁcally for students and
parents prior to school beginning and utilizing our school based therapists to provide
coaching for all students in classrooms
1N5 has partnered with Mindpeace to create an online series that will be accessible to students and
families as well. Topics include:
• Managing grief of lost experiences
• Strategies for building resilience
• Youth Self-Care
• Strategies to deal with acute stress
• Mindfulness
• Mental Wellness routines during uncertain times
• Recognizing signs and symptoms of anxiety and depression in youth during COVID-19
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TEACHER SUPPORT:
1N5, Mindpeace and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital have partnered with us to provide:
• Guided/supported opportunities for teachers to reconnect with one another, the school
community, and process their experiences
• Trauma informed practices training for all staff prior to the return to school
• Opportunities for self paced learning through a series of online workshops including topics
such as teacher self-care, coping with anxiety and stress, mindfulness, and managing grief
during COVID-19
It is important to talk to students about the upcoming school year, so that they can begin to
process and address any emotions they may be experiencing. Here are a few tips from Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital for how to begin dialogue about returning to school::
• Share age-appropriate information in a positive way
• Answer their questions to the best of your ability
• Normalize their fears
• Help them manage their emotions
• Get back into a school routine earlier than normal
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Healthy Back to School For All
special services
Students With IEP Services
Students who have an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) services will receive services and
supports outlined within their IEPs. This will be the case whether they engage in face to face
learning or Virtual Classroom Learning. IEP services for students enrolled in Virtual Classroom
Learning will receive their special education services virtually, unless the IEP team determines
otherwise. Students enrolled in the face to face instructional model will receive their IEP services
within the school building. All necessary health precautions and safety measures will be
implemented and considered when determining the delivery of special education services.
IEP teams, including parents, will meet to review the student’s current IEP and determine how,
when, and through what method the special education services will be provided. IEP teams will
discuss and prioritize student needs and services through this process, and could potentially
amend the student’s IEP to reﬂect the services being provided.
IEP TEAM
• The IEP team will consist of the student (as appropriate), parent, special education teacher,
district representative, general education teacher, and any other relevant team member
(i.e. related service providers).
IEP TEAM CONSIDERATIONS
• Review of current ETR needs
• Review of current IEP goals, objectives, services, and supports
- Determine priority needs within ETR and IEP services that will be addressed
- Determine appropriateness of services to be provided remotely
- Determine how services will be delivered, and the frequency of direct services
- Consider amendments to the student’s IEP amendments as necessary
SCHEDULING IEP SERVICES
• Services outlined in the student’s IEP will be scheduled in combination with the academic
core instruction schedule
• Every effort will be made to avoid scheduling special education services at the same time as
core content instruction
- Unless the services are identiﬁed to occur within the general education environment as
per student IEP
STUDENTS WITH 504 ACCOMMODATION PLANS
Students who have 504 Accommodation Plans will continue to receive accommodations as outlined within their individualized plans whether engaging in face to face or Virtual Classroom Learning. 504 teams, including parents, will meet to review the student’s current 504 Plan and determine if any amendments are required to support the student’s engagement with the academic
programming of Virtual Classroom Learning.
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STUDENTS WITH ENGLISH LEARNER (EL) SERVICES OR ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER
LANGUAGES (ESOL) PROGRAMMING
Sycamore’s ESOL Department continues to prioritize the support of our multilingual families to the
greatest extent possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our ESOL Teachers will continue to instruct English Learners across the Ohio English Language Proﬁciency standards whether students
chose to attend school for Face-to-Face Learning or enroll in Virtual Classroom Learning.
ESOL Instruction will include regular interaction with both the ESOL teacher and any other EL
peers in similar grade bands and language proﬁciency levels regardless of whether the student is
learning face-to-face or online. ELs will continue to receive appropriate supports from their content
teachers per their English Language Plan (ELP). ESOL teachers and classroom teachers will
continue to collaborate regularly with each other and with parents/guardians. Each student’s
language proﬁciency growth will continue to be monitored and assessed regularly.
Face-to-Face ESOL Services
ELs will continue to have regular access to native English speaking peer models in their content
classroom(s) and there will not be more than 25-30% ELs in one content classroom unless it is a
course designed speciﬁcally for English Language Development instruction.
At teacher’s request, the district will provide clear facial shields for teachers to use while giving
verbal instruction from a distance of no less than 6 feet.
Virtual ESOL Services
• Will be designed based on the individual’s ELP and classes will occur regularly for the
appropriate amount of time depending on the student’s ELP and grade.
• Services outlined in the student’s ELP will be scheduled in combination with the academic
core instruction schedule
• Every effort will be made to avoid scheduling ESOL services at the same time as core
content instruction
• Unless the services are identiﬁed to occur within the general education environment as
per student ELP

STUDENTS WITH GIFTED SERVICES
Sycamore is committed to continuing to provide a service model with a continuum of gifted
support to gifted identiﬁed students in Kindergarten through grade 12, whether in a face to face
or Virtual Classroom setting. Gifted programming may be provided by teachers licensed in gifted
education or teachers who have received specialized professional development in the qualities and
characteristics unique to gifted learners. Additional opportunities for testing will be provided when
safely possible and as required by the Ohio Department of Education. Any newly identiﬁed
gifted students that qualify after the start of the school year will be placed into the gifted services
for which they qualify for the 2020-2021 school year at the earliest available opportunity.
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