Sycamore High School
COURSE PLANNER 2016-2017

Quick Start
USING THE COURSE PLANNER
While you look through the Course Planner to plan your course requests, here are some sections of particular
importance for students and their families. We recommend a careful look at:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Graduation Requirements
Receiving Credit
Summer Assignments
Planning and Selecting a Program
Schedule Load
Course Designations
Schedule Change Process
Athletic Eligibility - High School Athletes
Academic Support

If you are using the PDF version, please note that any title shown in green is directly linked to the section with that
information. Click on the green title and you will be taken directly to the section. Clicking the Table of Contents link
in the footer will return you to the Table of Contents from any page.

Information in this Course Planner is current as of printing (January 2016). Some
offerings and/or course descriptions may be subject to change. Some courses
listed in this Course Planner may be withheld and not offered in the 2016-17 school
year.
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Graduation Requirements
A minimum of 21.5 credits are required for graduation from Sycamore High School. It is the student’s responsibility to
see that requirements for graduation are met. The high school will make every effort to keep up-to-date records and
to inform the student and parents about the student’s progress toward the completion of graduation requirements.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Specific units required by the Sycamore Board of Education are:

SUBJECT

CREDITS

English

4.0

Mathematics

4.0

Science
Life Science (Biology, Biology Accel), Physical Science (Science Investigations,
Chemistry, Physics, Astronomy and Geology), Science Elective

3.0

Social Studies
World History, American History, Government

3.0

Fine Arts

1.0

Health/Physical Education

1.0

Electives

5.5

Students also must pass all tests mandated by the State of Ohio for graduation eligibility. (See following sections for
details)
Students transferring to Sycamore High School: Only credit that is reported on an official high school transcript will
be considered in determining placement for sequential courses. Note to Great Oaks Vocational Students: See Great
Oaks graduation requirements and program information on pages 20-21.
Ohio has added a higher level course in math and science in its requirements for high school graduation, starting with
the Class of 2014. If you feel your child is not prepared to achieve the higher level courses or is planning a career that
does not require higher level math or science, your family may choose to opt-out of the new high school curriculum
for graduation. The opt-out provision is available only to the graduating Classes of 2014 through 2020. For more
information, visit
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-Learning-Standards/The-Ohio-Core-Op
t-Out
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OHIO GRADUATION TEST
All students in the Class of 2016 and the Class of 2017 must pass the Ohio Graduation Test in writing, reading,
citizenship, mathematics, and science. The Ohio Graduation Test will be first administered in the spring of the 10th
grade. A student must retake only the graduation test in the area that has not been passed. The tests will be
readministered each year in the fall and the spring.
As of December 2004, according to the Ohio Revised Code Section 3313.615 (A), students may graduate and receive
a diploma without passing all five tests of the OGT if they meet all of the following requirements:
●
●
●
●
●

Pass four of the five tests and have missed passing the fifth test by no more than 10 points
Have had a 97 percent attendance rate through all four years of high school and must not have had an
expulsion in high school
Have a grade point average of 2.5 out of 4.0 in the subject area missed and have completed the curriculum
requirement in the subject area missed
Have participated in any intervention programs offered by the school and must have had a 97 percent
attendance rate in any program offered outside the normal school day
Obtain letters of recommendation from each teacher in the subject area not yet passed, as well as the high
school principal

Beginning with the Class of 2018, new test guidelines as established by the State of Ohio will be applied.

NEW GRADUATION TEST REQUIREMENTS
New graduation requirements take effect with the Class of 2018 and beyond. These are students who are entering
ninth grade for the first time in the 2014-2015 school year or thereafter.
In addition to required course credits, students will earn points toward graduation on seven end-of-course exams.
These exams will replace the Ohio Graduation Tests and include:
● English I and II
● Algebra I and Geometry
● Biology
● American History
● American Government
Students can earn from 1-5 points for each exam, based on their performance.
5 – Advanced, 4 – Accelerated, 3 – Proficient, 2 – Basic, 1 – Limited
Students must earn 18 graduation points across all end-of-course tests. To ensure the student is well rounded, they
must earn a minimum of 4 points in math, 4 points in English and 6 points across science and social studies.
Students who score below proficient on a test will automatically be rescheduled to take the test during the next
available testing window.
Students who earned high school credit in any of the above courses before July 1, 2015, and a test was not available,
will receive graduation points based on his or her grade in the course: A-5, B-4, C-3, D-2, F-0.
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Students who do not earn the required number of graduation points can still meet the requirements for a diploma if
they earn a remediation-free score on a national college admission test (SAT/ACT). This assessment will be given to
students free of charge in the fall of their junior year starting with the graduating class of 2018.
Students also can qualify for graduation by earning an approved industry-recognized credential and achieving a
workforce-readiness score on a related job skills assessment. The selection of those assessments is in progress.

COLLEGE PREPARATION REQUIREMENTS
Suggested Minimum College Entrance Requirements
With the great diversity that now exists in higher education, it is not possible to recommend a standard program of
preparation for college that can be applied to all persons. A student planning to enter college should select at least
the following:
● Language Arts - 4 credits
● Mathematics - 4 credits
● Science - 3 credits
● Social Studies - 3 credits
● Global Language* - 2 credits
● Fine Arts - 1 credit
*Note: Two to three years of the same language may be required for admission to college.

Three Year and January Graduation

EARLY GRADUATION

A pupil may graduate within three years or as a January graduate in his/her senior year and participate in
commencement ceremonies if the following criteria are satisfied:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The pupil shall have fulfilled all course requirements, earned the minimum number of total credits required
for graduation, and met State of Ohio testing requirements.
All credits shall have been earned through an accredited high school.
The pupil shall be in residence one semester of the graduation year.
The pupil and parent/guardian shall confer with the counselor prior to submission of a formal request.
A formal request, in writing, shall be submitted to the counselor and approved by the principal by April 1 in
the year prior to graduation.

The diploma will only be issued in May at the regular graduation exercises.
A student must have attained senior status and be approved for early graduation to be eligible for any senior
privileges.

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS
Ninth grade start date (year of entry into high school) is used to determine the grade level of each student. The
following numbers of credits are suggested to benchmark students’ progress from grade to grade.
●
●
●

Sophomore - 5.5 credits
Junior - 11.0 credits
Senior - 16.5 credits

A student who has not obtained the necessary credits during the regular school year is encouraged to enroll in
summer school.
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RECEIVING CREDIT
In order to receive credit for a course, a student must:
Semester Credit:
1.
2.
3.

Earn passing marks for two of the three grades received during the semester.
Obtain a quality point average of .5 or better.
Credit is earned per semester for a full year course. A student received .5 credit per semester.

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS
Some courses may require summer assignments. This requirement is noted in the appropriate course descriptions in
this Course Planner. On the first day of class, students should be fully prepared in regards to the summer reading
and assignments for particular courses. Summer assignments can be accessed at 
www.sycamoreschools.org
.
It is important for students to make informed decisions about courses requiring summer assignments because
these courses will not be dropped at the beginning of the school year due to incompletion of the work.

SUMMER SCHOOL
Sycamore High School offers a summer school program for repeat and original credit. Original credit courses begin
immediately following the end of the fourth quarter with repeat classes beginning the next week. A summer school
brochure which gives complete course offerings and dates is available in the Attendance Office in the spring. Check
this brochure for course offerings and tuition costs.
Sycamore High School will not accept summer school credit from other high schools/institutes unless prior
approval is granted by the administration.
Summer school registration will begin in early to mid-April. Summer school registration is handled through the
Attendance Office.

GRADING SYSTEM
Sycamore High School uses the following grading system:
Grading Scale
90 to 100
80 to 89
70 to 79
60 to 69
Below 60

A = Excellent - outstanding
B = Good - above average
C = Average - satisfactory
D = Passing - below average
F = Failing - insufficient to pass

I = Incomplete work, unable to assign grade
P = Pass, no effect on GPA
WF = Withdraw failing
WP = Withdraw passing
X = Exempt

4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0 (no effect on GPA)
0.0 (no effect on GPA)
0.0 (no effect on GPA)

A note on semester grading
In all courses, if the 1st semester is not passed students will be required to make up the missed credit.
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CUMULATIVE GPA
Calculating Weighted GPA
● GPA is calculated on the semester averages.
● Semester averages are based on a 40 40 20 rule.
● This means each quarter is 40% of the semester grade and the exam is 20% of the grade.
To calculate the semester average for a student’s course load, or cumulative GPA, use the following as grade point
values:
Accelerated

AP

A = 4.0

A = 4.5

A = 5.0

B = 3.0

B = 3.5

B = 4.0

C = 2.0

C = 2.5

C = 3.0

D = 1.0

D = 1.5

D = 2.0

To Calculate: Add the 
Quality Points* 
for each class and divide by the credit earned.
Example: Student A
Course

Semester 1
Average/Point
Value

Credit
Earned

Quality
Points*

Semester 2
Average/Point
Value

Credit
Earned

Quality
Points*

English 9

A/4.0

.5

2

B/3.0

.5

1.5

Biology Accelerated

B/3.5

.5

1.75

A/4.5

.5

2.25

AP Music Theory

B/4.0

.5

2

A/5.0

.5

2.5

Geometry Accelerated

B/3.5

.5

1.75

C/2.5

.5

1.25

MacroEconomics Acc.

B/3.5

.5

1.75
B/3.0

.25

.75

A/4.0

.5

2

Outdoor Recreation
Aviator Chorale

A/4.0

.5

2

*Grade (point value) X credit=Quality Points
Student A:
Total Quality Points=21.5
Total credits=5.75
Calculation of Weighted GPA; : 21.5/5.75=3.739

CLASS RANK
Sycamore High School will continue to rank students but will not report rank on any transcripts. Parents/students
may choose to have ordinal rank reported for scholarships or service academy admissions. This option will be
approved by parent signature on the Transcript Release Form and will apply to all scholarship or service academy
admission correspondence (other than the transcript) for that student.
7

•
Sycamore High School

Table of Contents

WEIGHTED COURSES
Course titles with an asterisk after the title on the transcript are weighted courses. Weighted courses add a .5 value
to the final average for Accelerated courses and 1.0 for Advanced Placement courses. For example, a student who
receives a ‘B’ (3.0) for the final average in Biology AP would receive an additional weight of 1.0. The final average
would be 4.0. A student who receives a ‘B’ (3.0) for the final average in Algebra I Accelerated would receive an an
additional weight of .5, resulting in a final average of 3.5.
Weighted Courses:
01104
01204
01305
01405
02104
02204
02304
02404
02404B
02505
02515
02705
02604
03104
03304
03404
03505
03515
03525
03406
03534
03535

English 9 Accelerated
English 10 Accelerated
AP English Language and Composition
AP English Literature and Composition
Algebra I Accelerated
Geometry Accelerated
Algebra II Accelerated
Precalculus Accelerated
Calculus Accelerated
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics
Multivariable Calculus
Biology Accelerated
Chemistry Accelerated
Physics Accelerated
AP Environmental Science
AP Chemistry
AP Biology
AP Physics 1
AP Physics C: Mechanics
AP Physics C: Mechanics/Electricity
and Magnetism

04104
04305
04205
04354
04405
04335
05335
05070
05075
05205
06615
08340
08341
08355
08540
08555
08240
08255
08640
08650
08655
10030
10045
10050

World History Accelerated
AP United States History
AP European History
MacroEconomics Accelerated
AP US Government and Politics
AP Psychology
AP Studio Art 2D Design
AP Studio Art 3D Design
AP Studio Art Drawing
AP Art History
AP Music Theory
French Intermediate IV
French Intermediate V
AP French Language and Culture
Latin Intermediate IV
AP Latin
Chinese Intermediate IV
AP Chinese Language and Culture
Spanish Intermediate IV
Contemporary Hispanic Studies
AP Spanish Language and Culture
AP Computer Science Principles
AP Computer Science A
Advanced Topics in
Computer Science

FOR PLANNING PURPOSES
The key to successful program planning is involvement. Our ultimate goal is for each student to have a program that
will provide a meaningful and successful educational experience. In order to achieve this goal, we believe it is
necessary for administrators, counselors, and teachers to provide information, counseling, and recommendations to
enable the student and his/her parents to make wise decisions. The ultimate responsibility for the selection of
courses to be included in the student schedule rests with the student and his/her parents. This is an important
decision which can have a great impact on the student’s educational progress and, therefore, should be given very
careful consideration.
This Course Planner (also available at www.sycamoreschools.org) gives a brief description of content, prerequisites,
and expectations of each course. Students are urged to become familiar with this Planner and other registration
materials and to discuss the tentative course selections with parents.
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Preliminary steps for students
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Become familiar with the Course Planner
Study requirements for graduation
Review the electives
Develop a sequence of required and elective courses to meet graduation requirements and to facilitate
post-graduation plans
Discuss course levels and course selections with teachers and counselors
Discuss tentative course selections with parents

Changes in course requests may be made anytime in the months between the scheduling meeting with the counselor
in February/March through May 15. After May 15, all course requests will be locked. The only course changes that
will be made in the fall or at the beginning of the 2nd semester will be those necessitated by schedule conflicts,
failure of a course or data entry errors.
Students must make informed decisions about courses requiring summer assignments because these courses will
not be dropped at the beginning of the school year due to incompletion of the work.

HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT EARNED AT THE JUNIOR HIGH
Since the 2011-2012 school year, math, art and personal finance courses taken at Sycamore Junior High School for
high school credit have been permanently recorded on the high school transcript and are not eligible for removal at a
later date. The only exception will be for students who took Geometry Accelerated in the 2011-2012 school year.
Global Language courses taken at the Junior High may be removed from the high school transcript by notifying the
counselor prior to the end of the 1st semester in the 11th grade year.

COURSE SELECTION PROCEDURE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Meet in Scheduling Assemblies to receive scheduling information and discuss scheduling process.
Complete a four-year planner (available at www.sycamoreschools.org).
During “Teacher Recommendation Day,” teachers will discuss course options and indicate recommended
courses.
Finalize course selection and enter requests at online scheduling website.
Throughout February, counselors will meet with students to review course selections and teacher
recommendations.
After counselor meetings, review Course Selector and online course requests with parents.
Have parents review the course request verification form and return any changes to the Counseling Office.
After May 15, no changes to course requests will be made.

SCHEDULE LOAD
Each full-time student must schedule a minimum of 6 classes for credit per day. Students are encouraged to achieve
a good balance of academic and elective courses. Careful consideration should be given to the demands of
homework and study time.
Athletes must be scheduled for and pass five (5) credit bearing classes (excluding PE and/or Academic Study) every
quarter of the year to be eligible to participate. This includes any competitive extracurricular athletic activities
including Chess Club, Academic Team, Cheerleading, Flyerettes, etc. As a reminder, Study Hall, Fast Track, Student
Council, etc. do not earn credit toward eligibility.
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If a student fails to pass 5 credits in a quarter, the athlete is ineligible for the entire next quarter. Summer school
credits do not affect eligibility requirements.

COURSE DESIGNATIONS
Students should select courses appropriate to their ability and performance as well as both their immediate and
future goals. The best guidelines for course selection are teacher recommendations, demonstrated achievement, and
standardized test scores. Courses designations are based on the level of challenge provided by the course content.
Course Name - Standards
- This designation indicates placement only courses that are designed to prepare students
for entry into college and workplace by supporting and focusing on skill-based deficits in English and mathematics.
Course Name (with no designation)
- These courses are considered college preparatory courses. They are designed
to prepare students for entry into college and workplace with additional application, synthesis and critical evaluation
of knowledge.
Honors
- This designation indicates courses that are designed to prepare students for entry into college and
workplace with additional application, synthesis and critical evaluation of knowledge. Students must take
responsibility for their own learning.
Accelerated
- This designation indicates courses that are highly demanding and either lead up to an Advanced
Placement (AP) course or result in taking an Advanced Placement exam in the spring. All Accelerated and AP
courses receive weighted grades.

COLLEGE BOARD ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
Advanced Placement (AP) is a program in which high school students may complete college-level studies while they
are still in secondary school. These are challenging courses which require more work, give greater opportunity for
individual progress and accomplishments, and go into greater depth than the comparable high school course. The
student must be willing to devote more time to the research of facts and the techniques of writing.
Each year in May, sophomore, junior, and senior students may take the Advanced Placement Examinations. Each
examination is approximately three hours in length. Final grades, based on the student’s entire examination of free
response and multiple choice questions, are reported on a five-point scale:
5 = extremely qualified
4 = well-qualified
3 = qualified
2 = possibly qualified
1 = no recommendation
Participating colleges may honor grades and grant credit for a 3 or higher. The examination fee is the responsibility of
the student and is nonrefundable.
The Sycamore Community School District will not offer Advanced Placement exams for courses that are not taught in
the regular curriculum at the high school.
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SCHEDULE CHANGE PROCESS
Throughout February, a series of scheduling activities takes place to assist each student in selecting appropriate
courses for the next school year. Teachers recommend courses and students meet with counselors.
Students and parents should then carefully review the courses elected, taking into consideration the student’s
abilities and four-year high school plan.
The final step in the process allows students and parents the opportunity to review, correct, and/or change
selections. It is expected that students develop a sound educational plan and an appropriate schedule prior to the
end of the current school year.
Changes in course requests may be made anytime in the months between the scheduling meeting with the counselor
in February/March through May 15. After May 15, all course requests will be locked. The only course changes that
will be made in the fall or at the beginning of the 2nd semester will be those necessitated by schedule conflicts,
failure of a course or data entry errors.
Students must make informed decisions about courses requiring summer assignments because these courses will
not be dropped at the beginning of the school year due to incompletion of the work.

REASONS THAT MAY JUSTIFY SCHEDULE CHANGES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Semester imbalances
Replacement of summer school course(s) successfully completed
Adjustments that accommodate special education students’ needs
Inappropriate course level as dictated by the prerequisite course final grade and/or teacher/counselor
recommendation
Request for a change of teacher if the student has had the teacher previously (request must be made prior
to the beginning of school)
Obvious program error such as omission of required subject or selected subject
Failure of a subject last year and scheduled into advanced level without meeting prerequisite course
requirement

COURSE ADJUSTMENT REQUEST (CAR) and COURSE LEVEL CHANGE FORMS
Course recommendations are made by teachers each spring for the following school year based on classroom
performance and other objective measures. On occasion the student and family may decide to override this
recommendation by submitting a Course Adjustment Request (CAR) form (available on the district website or
through the school counselor).This form must be turned in on or before March 15th.
During the year, occasionally students need to move to a different level of a course. A Course Level Change form
(available in the counseling office) must be completed prior to consideration of the requested change. The following
criteria will be considered in making a course level change:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Course level changes will only be permitted if an obvious placement error has been made as determined by
the teacher, department supervisor, counselor, and administration.
If a student is failing in a course after every effort has been made to do the required work, a course level
change may be considered. Course level changes are not made due to a lack of effort.
It is recommended that course level changes occur no later than Thanksgiving Break.
When a course level change is made, the grades earned will be transferred to the new class.
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REQUEST TO DROP A CLASS
1.
2.

A drop will not be permitted if it results in two study halls. (Note: Senior dismissal is considered a study
hall.) Students must schedule a minimum of six classes per day.
If the course is dropped before the following deadlines, no indication of the course will appear on the
transcript:
Semester Course – 1st Semester
Semester Course – 2nd Semester
Yearlong Course

3.

Courses dropped within the following time periods will be recorded on the transcript as ‘WP’ or ‘WF’, but with
no credit value and no effect on the GPA.
Semester Course – 1st Semester
Semester Course – 2nd Semester
Yearlong Course

4.

Oct. 15
March 1
End of 1st quarter

Oct. 15-Nov. 15
March 1-April 15
End of 1st quarter through End of 1st semester

If the course is dropped after the following deadline, a grade of ‘F’ will be recorded on the transcript. This
grade will be computed into the cumulative GPA.
Semester Course – 1st Semester
Semester Course – 2nd Semester
Yearlong Course

Nov. 15
April 15
After the end of 1st semester

CREDIT FLEXIBILITY
An effective educational program is one that provides opportunities for students to customize aspects of their
learning around their respective needs, interests and skills.
Credit flexibility is one method to motivate and increase student learning by allowing access to more resources,
customization around individual student needs and the use of multiple measures of learning.
Credit flexibility shifts the focus from “seat time” to performance. Students can earn units of high school credit based
on an individually approved credit flexibility plan. The intent of credit flexibility is to meet increased expectations for
high school graduation in response to globalization, technology, and demographics; and to meet the demand for 21st
century skills.
Credit Flexibility enables students to earn high school credit in a number of ways in addition to traditional classes.
Students may engage in approved online classes, independent study or the test-out option which requires
demonstrating a mastery of content through a paper/pencil test and submission of a portfolio. Other Credit Flexibility
options include individual research, internships, community service learning, educational travel or combinations of
the above.
The Credit Flexibility Handbook (found at 
http://www.sycamoreschools.org/Page/2540
) provides a detailed
explanation of Credit Flex including important timeline information and required application materials.
Students considering participation in college athletics should assume that any credit flexibility courses (including
online courses taken on or off the Sycamore High School campus) taken may not be accepted as core courses by the
NCAA or NAIA. If you have questions about this, contact your counselor prior to starting the course.
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INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Our goal is to expose students to different professional careers that will help guide them in their post-secondary path.
We aim to inform students, while saving families time and money, as well connect local businesses and
organizations with the next generation of potential leaders.
Based upon the internship experience students pursue, there may be an application process, varying numbers of
interns accepted at a specific location, or other criteria that must be met to participate. Indicating interest in an
internship does not guarantee student placement.
After a student is matched with an organization, the student will attend a seminar on workplace etiquette, general
occupational and interpersonal skills and other tips for career success. The training will be provided by Sycamore
Community School’s Executive Advisory (EAC) prior to the start of the internship. The EAC is comprised of business
professionals around the district from a wide variety of career fields.
All students, grades 10-12, are eligible to pursue internships. We will do our best to align their interests and goals to
our opportunities and organizations that have expressed interest. Currently, we work with approximately 40 local
organizations who are willing to take on high school interns in some capacity. Students will either indicate their
preference or take a career assessment to determine what fields may be of interest to them.
We will be offering 3 levels of internships:
1. Shadowing: primarily for Sophomores, a low level of hours and mostly observation-type experiences in the
work setting
2. Internship 1: intended for Juniors, a higher number of hours and greater involvement and experience.
3. Internship 2: targeted at Seniors, this level would increase the level of hours and responsibility in the
work-related field
Students and their parents/guardians will be asked to complete district-provided legal and liability forms to ensure
transparency in the process and protect our students in their place of internship. Hours and schedule will be based
around both the student’s academic responsibilities and the host organizational needs. This may require intern hours
after school, on weekends, during school holidays, or over the summer. Throughout the process, students will be
asked to submit self-assessments on the program and their experience, what they have learned, etc. Host
organizations will be asked to provide the same. At the completion of the internship, students will meet again with the
EAC to evaluate their overall internship experience and build on what they’ve learned.
Students will be placed in internships based on their schedule allowance, counselor and administration
recommendations, availability of the appropriate or corresponding organizations, and other factors. While not all
students interested in internships may obtain one, we will do our best to provide some aspects of career
development training to any students who actively pursue this.

SHS SOLUTIONS LAB
The SHSolutions Lab course is a hands on study of technology integration and support in an educational context. In
this course students will create solutions and support the district in two key areas; an on-demand help desk and an
innovative solutions lab. Help desk students will be required to diagnose, troubleshoot, and define the best approach
for problem resolution. In addition to providing a student and staff help desk, students will investigate, develop and
support solutions that address district needs and initiatives in educational technology integration. The course also
asks students to have prior experience and understanding of Chrome OS, Microsoft Windows OS, iOS and Android.

ONLINE COURSES
As a provision of the Credit Flexibility program, online courses may be used to earn credit towards high school
graduation. The Credit Flexibility Handbook lists three pre-approved providers of online courses (APEX Learning,
Aventa – now called FuelEd, and BYU Independent Study). Courses from these providers may be entered directly onto
the high school transcript without seeking pre-approval.*
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Courses from other online providers must be reviewed by Sycamore High School prior to the start of the course to
assure that both content and rigor of the course are consistent with expectations for Sycamore High School students
and meet required state standards.
Course titles, grades and credit will be reported on the Sycamore High School transcript based on the official grade
report received upon completion of the course. Courses that originate with an online provider will be identified on the
transcript with the name of the provider and not identified as a Sycamore High School course, as these courses are
developed and administered by an outside educational service.
*It is very important to consult with your counselor prior to course registration to be sure that the course you plan to
take will match the content and standards of a course required for graduation, even if the course will be taken with a
pre approved online provider. The Online/Correspondence Course Record form should be filled out and returned to
the counselor.
Students considering participation in college athletics should assume that any credit flexibility courses (including
online courses taken on or off the Sycamore High School campus) may not be accepted as core courses by the
NCAA or NAIA. If you have questions about this, contact your counselor prior to starting the course.

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY - COLLEGE ATHLETES
All prospective student-athletes who want to play NCAA Division I or II or NAIA intercollegiate athletics must adhere
to NCAA Eligibility Requirements.
Students and parents should view the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete at www.eligibilitycenter.org
(under the ‘Resources’ tab). Information about eligibility requirements and registration for the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics can be found at the NAIA Eligibility Center: 
www.playnaia.org
.
Be sure to ask your coach, athletic director, or counselor about these requirements or contact the NCAA national
office at 1-800-638-3731 or www.ncaa.org. Information regarding NAIA eligibility can be found at 
www.naia.org
.
For a current list of Sycamore High School courses approved by NCAA Initial Eligibility Center, go to https://web1.
ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction and enter our NCAA/CEEB/ ACT code – 360525.

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY - HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS
Students who wish to participate in interscholastic athletics at Sycamore High School must meet the eligibility
standards as established by the Ohio High School Athletic Association. Thus, a student must be enrolled and passing
subjects that earn a minimum of 5 credits per year toward graduation at the end of each quarter.
It is the responsibility of the student athlete and their parents to ensure the student is enrolled in at least 5 (five) and
perhaps 6 (six) full-credit courses(excluding PE and/or Academic Study) to ensure athletic eligibility. A This includes
any competitive extracurricular athletic activities including Chess Club, Academic Team, Cheerleading, Flyerettes, etc.
As a reminder, Study Hall, Fast Track, Student Council, etc. do not earn credit toward eligibility.
If a student fails to pass 5 credits in a quarter, the athlete is ineligible for the entire next quarter. If a student fails to
meet the 5 credit minimum in the fourth quarter, the student would be ineligible the first quarter of the next school
year. Summer school, semester grades, and final grades do not affect eligibility requirements.

ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES
Sycamore High School offers courses for all English language learners (as defined by the Ohio Department of
Education) working toward a high school diploma.
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All English Language Learners (ELL) can be graded on a Pass/Fail system for the first three years they attend the
Sycamore Community Schools.
Letter grades can be given for students in specific subjects during the first three years if the classroom teacher and
ESOL staff agree (District Teachers’ Handbook). Letter grades will be assigned beginning with the fourth year in
Sycamore Community Schools. The classroom teacher, ESOL teacher, counselor and grade-level administrator will
review any requested modifications to this grading policy.
Decisions regarding a student’s academic placement will be determined by a team of ESOL teachers, content area
teachers and counselors in addition to specific data citing student skill level and growth.
Course descriptions for ESOL courses are listed in the ESOL – English to Speakers of Other Languages section.

HONOR DIPLOMAS
The State Board of Education has established criteria for awarding the Diploma with Honors. The Honors Diploma will
be granted for the college preparatory or vocational curriculum.
A student who completes the college preparatory curriculum in the high school shall meet at least 7 of the following 8
criteria:
1. earn four units of English
2. earn four units of mathematics including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or equivalent and another higher
level course or a four-year sequence of courses that contain equivalent credit
3. at least four units of science that include physics and chemistry
4. earn four units of social studies
5. earn three units of foreign language including at least two units in each language studied
6. earn one unit of fine arts
7. maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale up to the third
quarter of the senior year
8. obtain a composite score of 27 on the ACT or a qualifying score of 1210 on the SAT.
The student who completes at least two years of an intensive vocational or technical education curriculum in high
school shall meet at least 7 of the following 8 criteria:
1. earn four units of English
2. earn four units of mathematics including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or equivalent and another higher
level course or a four-year sequence of courses that contain equivalent credit
3. four units of science including physics and chemistry
4. earn four units of social studies
5. four units of Career-Technical minimum. Program must lead to an industry recognized credential,
apprenticeship or be part of an articulated career pathway which can lead to post-secondary credit
6. maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 up to the third quarter of the senior year
7. obtain a composite score of 27 on the ACT or a qualifying score 1210 on the SAT.
8. achieve the proficiency benchmark established for the appropriate Ohio Career-Technical Competency
Assessment or the equivalent.
The Honors Diploma is awarded to all eligible students. The recipients of the diploma will be recognized at the Senior
Recognition Ceremony prior to graduation. College Preparatory and Vocational students who hope to receive the
honors diploma are reminded that they must achieve the necessary criteria listed in their category.
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HONOR ROLL
To be placed on the Honor Roll for each quarter, a student must be taking five courses or more and earn the following
(the weighting of classes will be included in the calculation):
●
●
●
●
●
●

High Honors
Earn a grade point average of 3.6 or better
Have no “F’s”
Honors
Earn a grade point average of 3.0
Have no “F’s”

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Membership in the National Honor Society is open to juniors and seniors and is based upon four areas: scholarship,
leadership, service, and character. To meet the scholarship requirement, a student must have a cumulative grade
point average of 3.6. Leadership is demonstrated through participation in at least three school activities and
evaluations from teachers and sponsors. Service is a very important part of the selection to NHS and is assessed
through work of an extended nature in the community. Students must complete 30 hours of volunteer activities to
apply for membership.
Character is the fourth area required for membership. It is composed of the following elements:
● Integrity
: No recorded incidents of cheating or intentional dishonesty.
● Positive Behavior
: No record of skipping classes or knowingly violating school regulations. No record of civil
offenses within the community.
● Cooperation
: Willingness to assist classmates, faculty members, etc.
● Ethics
: Consistent moral behavior.
A faculty selection committee reviews the applications from all candidates and makes recommendations for
membership. Once they achieve membership status, students must continue to adhere to the above criteria and are
expected to serve our school as tutors and perform other volunteer service projects.
Questions regarding the National Honor Society can be directed to the NHS sponsor at 513-686-1770.

HONOR CORDS
Honor cords at graduation are granted based on the cumulative average calculated through the third quarter of the
senior year.
Graduating with High Honors (Gold Cord)
● Cumulative grade point average of 3.6 or higher
Graduating with Honors (White Cord)
● Cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher
Summa cum Laude (Purple and White Cord)
●

Quarter grade point averages of 3.6 or higher for every quarter in attendance at Sycamore High School
through the 3rd quarter of 12th grade

SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAMS
School counseling professionals at Sycamore High School provide a comprehensive program of counseling services
for students in grades 9 through 12. During the freshman year, emphasis is placed on the importance of the high
school curriculum and on extracurricular experiences. The sophomore year focuses on further strengthening and
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developing the individual academic plan and the beginnings of career and college exploration. In the junior year, these
early initiatives continue, and an extensive career and college investigation program is begun that continues
throughout the senior year. The senior year brings mailing of transcripts and college process consultation, along with
planning for graduation and the wide range of postsecondary experiences.
Other roles of the Sycamore school counselor include academic counseling and intervention, personal counseling,
working with students on special plans, test interpretation, functioning as a liaison between families and the school,
serving on the Scholarship Committee, scheduling, and consulting on curriculum and building issues.

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Student Assistance, staffed by school counselors and school counseling interns, is part of the Sycamore High School
Counseling Department. Student Assistance Counselors assist students with personal concerns, problem-solving,
being a new student at Sycamore, healthy decision making, crisis intervention, conflict resolution, and substance
abuse prevention. Student Assistance Counselors work with students individually and in group settings. Parents
may consult with a Student Assistance Counselor in order to support their sons/daughters through the
developmentally challenging times of adolescence.

NAVIANCE FAMILY CONNECTION
Naviance Family Connection is an online Career and College readiness tool that the Sycamore High School
Counseling Department utilizes to help our students and families prepare for their current and future academic and
life success. All students in grades 9-12 at Sycamore High School receive a personal Family Connection account.
Parents are also encouraged to register their own account linked to their student(s) to access information and
communications.
Naviance Family Connection allows students and parents to:
● Create a four year course plan
● Complete career interest assessments
● Research colleges, universities, and post secondary education options
● Schedule to meet with College Representatives at Sycamore High School
● Create a resume for use on job and college applications
● Research and apply for scholarships
● Receive up-to-date communications from the Counseling Center
At the beginning of each school year, students will have recommended tasks assigned to them from the Counseling
Department. These are part of the Aviator Flight Plan and are grade specific tasks that can be helpful to students to
keep them informed and on track for post secondary success.

OHIOMEANSJOBS CAREER READINESS AND EXPLORATION
Ohio Means Jobs K-12 is a state sponsored web-based program that is available as a resource for students and
families offering career exploration, career planning, job searches, and much more. To complete many of the
opportunities within Ohio Means Jobs, students must create a personal account to access these features:
●
●
●
●
●

Create an online backpack to save and view information.
Complete a career survey
Explore career information
Build a budget and learn about the cost of living on your own
Search for jobs in the state of Ohio

To visit, go to: 
www.ohiomeansjobs.com
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COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS
Ohio’s College Credit Plus program has replaced the Post-Secondary Enrollment Program and has expanded Dual
Enrollment options for all students at Ohio public schools. The following information is based on guidance from the
Ohio Board of Regents and Ohio Department of Education and may be subject to change as more detailed rules and
guidance become available.
Sycamore High School and several area Institutions of Higher Learning (IHE) have partnered to offer both high school
and college credit for selected courses. These courses are college courses with the same rigor and demands of the
same course taken on the college campus.
Credit and grades earned in these courses will be reported as transcripted credit by the associated IHE and also
included on the high school transcript. There is no cost to the student for this college credit earned at a public IHE.
There may be a potential cost to the family if participating in this program with a non-public IHE. There will be no cost
to economically disadvantaged students who choose to attend a non-public IHE, but college credit will be subject to
all rules and deadlines set by the IHE (for example, course drop date, grade assignment, etc.). College credit earned
may be applied to meet requirements in Ohio colleges and universities. Out of state colleges and universities will
make independent decisions about accepting these courses as transfer credit.
Participation in these courses is subject to acceptance into the associated IHE and attendance at a counseling
session prior to participation in the program. As in the college application process, requirements and selectivity for
each IHE may vary and will be determined by the IHE. It is vital for the student and family to recognize that, while this
is an outstanding opportunity to engage in college coursework and earn credit while still in high school, there are
other important aspects for consideration:
●
●

The college credit will be recorded on a college transcript and become part of the student’s official college
record. If low grades are earned in the course, these will not be dropped from the transcript.
Regardless of the high school cumulative GPA, a GPA will be computed for the college transcript. This
college GPA may have an impact on the student’s eligibility for future scholarship consideration (for
example, if a college requires a minimum college GPA of 2.0 to be eligible for a scholarship; a student below
the 2.0 would not qualify even if the cumulative high school GPA is much higher).

Students will be required to adhere to course requirements published by the accrediting university (deadlines, etc.).
Students may also participate in the College Credit Plus program online or at any other participating institution of
higher education in the State of Ohio, or any combination thereof.
Additional information on College Credit Plus can be found online at 
https://www.ohiohighered.org/ccp
and
http://www.sycamoreschools.org/Page/2356
.

SENIOR RELEASE
Since colleges and universities are increasingly becoming more selective, seniors are highly encouraged to take a
challenging course of study during their last year at Sycamore. An additional course may be more beneficial than
senior release. The senior release option must be selected during the on-line scheduling process and is only available
to seniors who have passed all sections of the OGT. The senior release can be revoked at any time for failure to pass
all classes and to maintain good behavior and attendance. Senior release is considered equivalent to a study hall. All
full time student must schedule a minimum of six classes in each semester.
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GREAT OAKS PROGRAMS AND INFORMATION
www.greatoaks.com

Programs offered by the Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Development are available to juniors and seniors.
Students from Sycamore most often attend the Scarlet Oaks campus in Sharonville. Some specialized programs are
offered at other Great Oaks campuses. Specific vocational/technical skills are emphasized with supporting academic
coursework. Successful completion of a program of study will qualify a student for job placement; a post-secondary
technical school; or a two-year college. Although attending a Great Oaks campus, a vocational student is always
considered a student of Sycamore High School. Thus, students are eligible to participate in all Sycamore
extracurricular activities.
Great Oak Services
Students who participate in a program at one of the Great Oaks campuses have access to many services. These
offerings are designed to support and enhance students’ educational programs and help them develop the skills they
will need to be a valued employee and succeed in the world of work.
Acorn Children Center
: A daycare center for the children of students is available at each campus.
Career Passport
: Students who complete a vocational program receive a Career Passport. This is a
comprehensive record of their accomplishments that lets prospective employers know what graduates can
do.
Junior ROTC
: Junior ROTC programs develop citizenship, leadership, and self esteem and complement the
vocational program. Classes are taught by retired officers and non-commissioned officers, and cadets
participate in many activities in school and in the community. Air Force, Army, Navy, or Marine Junior ROTC
programs are offered. Scarlet Oaks participates in Navy ROTC.
Leadership Opportunities
: Vocational student organizations, National Vocational Technical Honor Society,
and student leadership teams provide the students at each campus with opportunities to participate in
activities and service projects that develop vocational, social and leadership skills.
Placement
: Placement coordinators and vocational instructors provide job placement leads to students and
graduates. Students who meet high standards for grades and attendance may replace their lab period with a
paying job in their field during the last semester of their senior year. Depending on their vocational program
and their educational and career goals, some students may also have the opportunity to participate in an
internship or apprenticeship program.
Technology Learning Labs
: Students at each campus have access to resources in the Technology Learning
Labs for remediation, intervention or enrichment.
Great Oaks Application & Eligibility
Application is made during the second semester of the sophomore year. In order to be eligible for the vocational
school, the following minimum credits should be completed:
English
2.0 (English 9 & 10 required)
Math
2.0
World History
1.0
American History
1.0
Health
.5
Physical Education
.5 
(2 semester courses – One semester must be 07100 Foundations of Personal
Fitness)

Science

2.0

Students who are accepted to a Great Oaks program must attend for the first two weeks of the school year.
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THE GREAT OAKS PROGRAM CHOICES
Please request the Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development Catalog (also available at
www.greatoaks.com) from your counselor for specific programs and entrance requirements.
Enrollment Standards
The Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development has established enrollment standards for all career
majors. The standards, which are based on employer expectations and the demands of the various curricula, are
listed in the description for each major.

GREAT OAKS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of 21.5 credits are required for graduation for students attending the Great Oaks Development Campus.
These must include:
English (English 9 & 10 required)
4.0
Mathematics
4.0
Science (must include 1.0 of Life Science and 1.0 of Physical Science)
3.0
Social Studies (must include World History, American
3.0
History, and U.S. Government)
3.0
Health
.5
Physical Education (must include 07100)
.5
Fine Arts or Applied Arts
1.0
Career Development 11 & 12
as dictated by program
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Additional Information for the Class of 2020
As students transition from building to building, it is important to make the best possible course match so that
learning continues seamlessly. Both the junior high and high school teachers work together to provide appropriate
recommendations for students. The criteria used are listed below by department.
English
Recommendations are based on performance, verbal expression, written expression, reasoning, critical thinking skills,
interest and motivation.
Mathematics
Recommendations are based on student performance and the criteria below.
Geometry (Accelerated) (02204)
Student’s grade: A or B to Algebra II Accelerated 02304
Student’s grade: C to Algebra II Honors 02303
Student’s grade D or F to Geometry Honors 02203
Algebra I (Accelerated) (02104)
Student’s grade: A to Geometry Accelerated 02204
Student’s grade: B or C to Geometry Honors 02203
Student’s grade D or F to Algebra I Honors 02103
Math 8
Every student presently in the Academic pathway at the junior high will be placed in Algebra I (02102)
Exceptions:
Students consistently scoring D’s and F’s on classroom assessments, along with having a
Fall MAP RIT score <225, will be placed in the Standards pathway.
Students consistently scoring A’s on classroom assessments, along with having a
Fall MAP RIT score of > 240, will be placed in the Honors pathway.
Science
Recommendations are based on student performance. The criteria below are used for recommendation to Biological
Systems Accelerated. Students must meet two of the three criteria:
th
● “A” average in 8
Grade Science. This is an indicator of current classroom performance. An “A”
average is defined as at least one “A” and one “B” in the first two quarters.
th
● A score of 70% minimum on an assessment of scientific reasoning given to all 8
grade science
students. This is an indicator of abstract (formal) reasoning development.
● Current teacher recommendation.
Social Studies
Recommendations are based on student performance. The criteria below are used for recommendation to World
History Accelerated.
● “A” average in American History Accelerated or "A" average in I.D. (Both Social Studies and Language
Arts).
● It is recommended that students taking this course as ninth graders should be in English 9 Accelerated
th
or English 9 Honors. Students should plan on taking European History AP in the 10
grade and remain
on an Accelerated sequence. Please refer to the Course Planner for course descriptions and sequence.
Global Language
Recommendations are provisional and based upon student’s 1st semester grades. In order to advance to the next
level in a Global Language course, a student must have a grade of 70% or better at the end of the year. This grade is
calculated using the percent score from both quarters as well as the percentage earned on the midterm examination.
Students who do not achieve a 70% or better by the end of the year have an option to attend summer school (if
offered) or to hire private tutors.
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT OPTIONS
FOCUS
Located in The HUB, FOCUS is a place for students to get assistance from teachers. FOCUS is open from 2:30-3:15
p.m., Monday through Thursday, for most of the school year. Teachers from Language Arts, Science, and Social
Studies and Global Language are ready to help students without an appointment. Focus for Spanish also is available.
Please check the schedule of departments – some departments may only have a teacher present on certain days of
the week.
The FOCUS Computer Lab is available in Room 215, Monday through Thursday from 2:30-4:00 p.m. and Friday from
2:30-3:30 p.m.
MATH Help Center
The Math Help Center is held in Room 231A. Teachers are available to assist students from 6:45-7:15 a.m. and after
school from 2:30-3:30 p.m.
GUIDED STUDY HALL
Guided Study Halls in English, Math, Science and Social Studies are supports for students who are struggling in these
academic areas. Students will be automatically assigned to a GSH from their regular study hall based on academic
performance and will not be allowed to change their schedule without administrative approval. This assignment will
be for a predetermined amount of time, after which the student’s academic progress will be evaluated.
FAST TRACK
Fast Track is a program designed to help incoming freshmen adjust to academic expectations and extracurricular
activities at the high school. Upperclassmen with strong academic and leadership skills are paired with Fast Track
students during one period of the school day. Help is offered for homework and organizational skills.
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Planning for Testing 2016-17
GRADE
9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Other Tests

WHEN

TESTS GIVEN

End of Year (required)

AIR (English I, Algebra I or
Geometry, Biology)

October (required)

ACT Aspire

October

PSAT or ACT Aspire

End of Year (required)

AIR (Geometry, English II, Biology,
American History)

October

PSAT, ASVAB

End of Year (required)

AIR (American History)

October

AVAB

End of Year (required)

AIR (U.S. Government)

October, March, Summer

OGT (Class of 2017 only)

May

AP

AIR
- End of course exams students are required to take to meet graduation requirements. Each test score will be
awarded a point value that will be applied toward the total 18 points required for graduation.
Class of 2018
:
English I, English II, Algebra I, Geometry, American History, Physical Science OR Biology, U.S. Government.
Class of 2019 and Beyond
:
English I, English II, Algebra I, Geometry, American History, Biology and Government.
ACT Aspire
- An early high school assessment that provides a predicted ACT score range for 5 subject areas (math,
reading, science, social studies, writing) and an overall composite score. This data helps to inform students, teachers,
and parents whether or not students are on target for college readiness. The assessment also offers additional data
including levels of STEM knowledge, text complexity, and work readiness. Aspire is computer based and all reporting
is available online.
PSAT
- An optional practice SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT) offered for both interested
10th and 11th grade students, but only qualifies for the NMSQT competition when taken in the 11th grade. Students
must register to take the test and registration is communicated and open during September of each school year. A
fee will be assessed for all registered students.
ASVAB 
- The Armed Forces Vocational Aptitude Battery measures developed abilities and helps predict future
academic and occupational success. This test can also be used as an entrance type exam for all military branches if
a student plans to enlist. This is an optional test for 11th and 12th grade students.
AP
- CollegeBoard Advanced Placement tests offered to students who are enrolled in AP courses and have registered
to test. Scores on these exams may be accepted by colleges/universities and could earn the student college credit,
test them out of certain courses, or provide placement at the college level dependent upon that specific
college/university policy.
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English Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

01101
01111

English 9 Standards &
English 9 Reading Standards

9

Year

2

Language Arts 8

01102

English 9

9

Year

1

Language Arts 8

01103

English 9 Honors

9

Year

1

Language Arts 8

01104

English 9 Accelerated

9

Year

1

Language Arts 8

01201

English 10 Standards

10

Year

1

English 9

01211

English 10 Reading Standards

10

Sem 1

.5

English 9

01202

English 10

10

Year

1

English 9

01203

English 10 Honors

10

Year

1

English 9

01204

English 10 Accelerated

10

Year

1

English 9

01301

American Lit & Comp Standards

11

Year

1

English 10

01302

American Lit & Comp

11

Year

1

English 10

01303

American Lit & Comp Honors

11

Year

1

English 10

01305

AP English Language & Comp

11

Year

1

English 10

01401

Comparative Lit & Comp Standards

12

Year

1

English 11

01402

Comparative Lit & Comp

12

Year

1

English 11

01403

Comparative Lit & Comp Honors

12

Year

1

English 11

01405

AP English Lit & Comp

12

Year

1

English 11
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English Elective Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

01600

Journalism
(Convergence)*

9, 10, 11, 12

Year

1

Teacher Rec

01610

Journalism
(Yearbook)*

9, 10, 11, 12

Year

1

C or better in prev. English class

01700

Strategic Reading

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

Teacher Rec

01720

Communications

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

01730

Creative Writing*

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

01740

Screenwriting*

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

13000

Introduction to
Acting*

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

13010

Acting Technique*

9, 10, 11, 12

Year

1

13000 and/or rec. of the theater art
instructor

13020

Acting Ensemble*

10, 11, 12

Year

1

audition

13100

Technical Theater*

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

13110

Technical Theater;
In-depth

9, 10, 11, 12

Year

1

* These courses may be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.

25

•
Sycamore High School

Table of Contents

Mathematics Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

02101

Algebra I Standards

9

Year

1

02801

02102

Algebra I

9

Year

1

02802

02103

Algebra I Honors

9

Year

1

02812

02201

Geometry Standards

10

Year

1

02101 or 02102

02202

Geometry

10

Year

1

02102

02203

Geometry Honors

9,10

Year

1

02103

02204

Geometry Accelerated

9

Year

1

02104

02301

Algebra II Standards

11

Year

1

02201

02302

Algebra II

11

Year

1

02202

02303

Algebra II Honors

10,11

Year

1

02203

02304

Algebra II Accelerated

9,10

Year

1

02204

02401

Precalculus Standards

12

Sem

.5

02301

02402

Precalculus

12

Sem

.5

02302

02403

Precalculus Honors

11,12

Sem

.5

02303

02404

Precalculus Accelerated

10,11

Sem

.5

02304

02504

Calculus Honors

11,12

Sem

.5

02403

02404B

Calculus Accelerated

10,11

Sem

.5

02404

02505

AP Calculus AB

11,12

Year

1

02504

02515

AP Calculus BC

11,12

Year

1

02404B

02604

Multivariable Calculus A
dvanced
Topics Accelerated

12

Year

1

See description

02702

Probability and Statistics

10,11,12

Sem

.5

Completion of min ½ of Alg II

02705

AP Statistics

10,11,12

Year

1

02403 or 02404 complete or
concurrent
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Science Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

03102

Biology

10

Year

1

03104

Biology Accelerated

9,10

Year

1

03112

Scientific Investigations

9,10

Year

1

03301

Conceptual Chemistry

11,12

Year

1

Two Years of Math

03302

Chemistry

11,12

Year

1

02103 or 02102 and 03104
or 03102

03304

Chemistry Accelerated

10,11

Year

1

02304 or 02303

03402

Physics

11,12

Year

1

02302 or 02303 and 03304
or 03302

03404

Physics Accelerated

11,12

Year

1

03304 or 03302 and 02404
or 02403

03610

Field Biology

11,12

Year

1

03104 or 03102

03620

Anatomy and Physiology

11, 12

Year

1

03104 or 03102

03600

Astronomy and Geology

11,12

Year

1

03616

Forensics

11,12

Sem

.5

03112,03302,03304

03650

Science Capstone

10,11, 12

Sem

.5

03104 or 03102

03515

AP Chemistry

11,12

Year

1

03304

03406

AP Physics I

11,12

Year

1

03304 or 03302 and 02404
or 02403

03534

AP Physics C; Mechanics

11, 12

Year

1

*Concurrent with
02515,02504 or 02505
AND completed 03404 or
03406

03535

AP Physics C;
Mechanics/Electricity and
Magnetism

11,12

Year

1

*Concurrent 02515 OR
*Concurrent 02505 &
completed 03404 or 03406

03525

AP Biology

11,12

Year

1

03304

03505

AP Environmental Science

10,11,12

Year

1

03104 or 03102

* Requirement, not prerequisite
Three science credits are required for graduation. Of these three credits, one course must be in the life sciences and
one course must be in the physical sciences. Most Sycamore students take four years of science.
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Social Studies Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

04102

Modern World History

9

Year

1

04104

World History Accelerated

9

Year

1

04202

American History

10

Year

1

04305

AP United States History

11,12

Year

1

04402

U.S. Government

11,12

Year

1

04405

AP U.S. Government & Politics

12

Year

1

04140

Contemporary World Issues

10,11,12

Sem

.5

04320

American Military History

11,12

Sem

.5

04130

World Cultures and Geography

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

04120

Law Studies

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

04354

MacroEconomics Accelerated

11,12

Sem

.5

04330

Psychology I

11,12

Sem

.5

04340

Psychology II

11,12

Sem

.5

04330

04205

AP European History

10,11,12

Year

1

04104 or Teacher Rec.

04335

AP Psychology

11,12

Year

1

Teacher Rec

04202 or 04205

04305 or 04202

Note: Beginning with the Class of 2017, U.S. Government will become a year-long course, which will eliminate the
current required .5 credit Social Studies elective.
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Global Language Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

08110

American Sign Language Novice I

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08120

American Sign Language Novice II

10,11,12

Year

1

08110

08130

American Sign Language Intermediate III

11, 12

Year

1

08120

08210

Chinese Novice I

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08220

Chinese Novice II

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08210

08230

Chinese Intermediate III

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08220

08240

Chinese Intermediate IV

10,11,12

Year

1

08230

08255

AP Chinese Language and Culture

11, 12

Year

1

08240

08310

French Novice I

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08320

French Novice II

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08310

08330

French Intermediate III

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08320

08340

French Intermediate IV

10,11,12

Year

1

08330

08341

French Intermediate V

11, 12

Year

1

08340

08355

AP French Language and Culture

12

Year

1

08340

08510

Latin Novice I

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08520

Latin Novice II

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08510

08530

Latin Intermediate III

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08520

08540

Latin Intermediate IV

11, 12

Year

1

08530

08555

AP Latin

12

Year

1

08540

08610

Spanish Novice I

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08620

Spanish Novice II

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08610

08630

Spanish Intermediate III

9,10,11,12

Year

1

08620

08640

Spanish Intermediate IV

10,11,12

Year

1

08630

08650

Contemporary Hispanic Studies

11,12

Year

1

08640

08655

AP Spanish Language and Culture

11,12

Year

1

08640
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Art Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

05010

Foundations of Art

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05020

Materials and Techniques 2D

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05010

05021

Materials and Techniques 3D

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05010

05050

Graphic Design

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

05010 and 05020

05030

Drawing

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

05010 and 05020

05040

Painting

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

05010 and 05020

05100

Ceramics I

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

05110

Ceramics II Sculpture

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

05300

Fundamentals of Photography

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05310

Creative Techniques in Photography

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05300

05320

Advanced Explorations of
Photography

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

05310

05365

AP Studio Art 2D Design (Photo AP)

12

Year

1

05300 and 05310 or
05320

05075

AP Studio Art Drawing

12

Year

1

Two Credits in Art

05070

AP Studio Art 3D Design (Sculpture)

11, 12

Year

1

05010 and 05020 or
05100 and 05110 or
teacher recommendation

05205

AP Art History

10,11,12

Year

1

05100 or grade 11,12

* Advanced classes may be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.
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Business Technology Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

09222

Technology Literacy I

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09232

Technology Literacy II

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09400

Web and Graphic Design

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09410

Mobile Game Design

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09413
09414

SHSolutions & Lab

10,11,12

Sem/Year

1-2

09106

Personal Finance

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09110

Accounting I

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09120

Accounting II

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

09350

Sports & Entertainment
Management/Marketing

10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

Prerequisite

09110

Computer Science Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

10001

Game Programming

9 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

10010

3D Movie Animation

9 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

10020

Advanced Modeling & Animation

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

10010, 10060 or 10001

10050

Advanced Topics in Computer
Science Accelerated

11, 12

Year

1

10045

10060

Animated 3D Modeling

9, 10, 11, 12

Sem

.5

10030

AP Computer Science Principles

9, 10, 11, 12

Year

1

Teacher Rec

10045

AP Computer Science A

10, 11, 12

Year

1

10020 or 10030

It is highly suggested that all students enrolling in a Business Technology and/or Computer Science course purchase
a Flash Drive (memory stick) with at least 2 GB of storage space.
Ninth grade students are encouraged to take either Technology Literacy I or II and/or a Computer Science course
based on their computer knowledge and skills.
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Marketing Course Offerings
All Marketing Courses require teacher recommendation.
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

09411

Business Foundations

9,10

Sem

.5

09412

Marketing Principles

9,10

Sem

.5

09411

09310

Marketing Management & Research I

11

Year

1

Teacher Rec

09320

Marketing Management & Research I (Seniors)

12

Year

1

Teacher Rec

09330

Marketing Management & Research II

12

Year

1

09310 and Teacher Rec

09340

Marketing Internship

12

Year

1

09330

ESOL Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Length

Credit

19010

ESOL English I

Year

1

19020

ESOL English II

Year

1

19030

ESOL English III

Year

1

19040

ESOL Reading I

Year

.5

19041B

ESOL Reading II

Sem

.5

19042C

ESOL Reading III

Sem

.5

19060

ESOL American History

Year

1

19070

ESOL Physical Science

Year

1

19000

ESOL Academic Support

Sem

0

Placement for all ESOL courses is based on student performance on language proficiency assessments
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Family and Consumer Sciences Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

12100

Foods

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

12110

Gourmet Foods

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

12120

International Foods

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

12210

Fashion Design I

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

12220

Fashion Design II

10,11,12

Sem

.5

12200

Fashion Sewing

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

Prerequisite

12100

12210 or 12200

Music Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

06200

Aviator Chorale (Ladies)

9,10,11,12

Year

1

Interest in Spring

06201

Aviator Chorale (Men)

9,10,11,12

Year

1

Interest in Spring

06210

Bella Voce

10,11,12

Year

1

Audition

06220

Choral Select Ensemble

10,11,12

Year

1

Audition

06100

Band

9,10,11,12

Year

1

Audition

06300

String Orchestra

9,10,11,12

Year

1

Audition

06600

Study of Rock Music I

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

Interest

06601

Study of Rock Music II

10,11,12

Sem

.5

06600

06410

Guitar I

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

Interest

06420

Guitar II

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

06410

06430

Guitar III*

10,11,12

Sem

.5

06420

06510

Piano I

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

Interest

06520

Piano II

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

06510

06530

Piano III*

10,11,12

Sem

.5

06520

06610

Music Technology I

9, 10,11,12

Sem

.5

06612

Music Technology II*

10,11,12

Sem

.5

06620

Music Theory

10,11,12

Sem

.5

06615

AP Music Theory

11,12

Year

1

06610

06620 or Teacher Rec

* May be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.
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Physical Education/Health Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

07200

Health

10,11,12

Sem

.5

07210

Contemporary Health Issues

11, 12

Sem

.5

07100

Foundations of Personal
Fitness

9,10

Sem

.25

07360

Lifeguard Training

9,10,11,12

Sem

.25

07310

Basketball I

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07311

Basketball II

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07330

Lifetime Sports

9,10,11,12

Sem

.25

07340

Outdoor Recreation

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07350

Power Volleyball I

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07351

Power Volleyball II

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07320

Team Sports

9,10,11,12

Sem

.25

07370

Weight Training

10,11,12

Sem

.25

07380

Coaching Principles and
Leadership

10,11,12

Sem

.5

07390

High School Officiating

10,11,12

Sem

.25

Prerequisite

07200

Must be 15; Teacher
Rec

07310 or Teacher Rec.

07350 or Teacher Rec.

07100

* Two different physical education courses must be taken to satisfy the graduation requirement. One course
must be Foundations of Personal Fitness (07100).
All courses may be taken more than once for credit.

Teaching Professions Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

15076

Theory of Teaching and Learning

11,12

Year

1

15077

Teaching and Learning Field Experience

12

Year

2
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Technology Education Course Offerings
Course #

Course Title

Grade

Length

Credit

Prerequisite

11000

Audio Video Technology
*

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

11100

Intro to Engineering and
Architectural Design

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

11110

Engineering Design I

11,12

Sem

.5

See Course Description

11120

Engineering Design II*

10,11,12

Sem

.5

11100 or 11110

11130

Architectural Drawing/Design*

10,11,12

Year

1

11100 or 11110

11140

Engineering I

10,11,12

Sem

.5

Precalculus-completed or
concurrent enrollment

11141

Engineering II*

10,11, 12

Sem

.5

11140

11142

Matlab 1

10,11,12

Sem

.5

Algebra II or
concurrent enrollment

11200

Woods*

9,10,11,12

Sem

.5

* Classes may be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.
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English Course Descriptions
ENGLISH 9
Prerequisite: English 8
Grade: 9
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This required course is the foundation for students to become literate individuals, who are competent, confident, and
discerning readers, writers, speakers, listeners, language users, and thinkers. Curriculum and instruction will
introduce and establish the essential skills and understandings that students need to be college and career-ready. To
that end, students will:
● Read and comprehend literature – including stories, drama, and poems – and literary nonfiction.
● Write clear, coherent, well-structured, effectively-supported, and substantial argumentative, informative, and
narrative texts.
● Gather and integrate relevant information from authoritative sources, to support analysis, and research.
● Express their own ideas clearly and persuasively, while evaluating the line of reasoning of other speakers
and responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives.
01101 English 9 Standards
Students are expected to develop and improve proficient reading and writing skills. They benefit from guided
instruction, practice, and application facilitated by both an English teacher and a Special Education teacher in a
co-teaching environment. 
Students enrolled in English 9 Standards must also take Reading 9 Standards (01111)
.
01102 English 9
Students are expected to be skillful readers and emerging writers who are committed to honing their writing skills.
With guidance and scaffolding, students delve deeply into ideas and texts.
01103 English 9 Honors
Students are expected to be perceptive readers and competent writers who are willing and able to delve deeply into
ideas and texts.
01104 English 9 Accelerated
Students must be independent, self-motivated learners who are able to form their own interpretive judgments prior to
class, excel in written expression, and concurrently manage both long- and short-term assignments. They are
expected to be willing and able to read a text closely, carefully, and critically. Working in close collaboration with the
English Language and Composition AP (11) and English Literature and Composition AP (12) teachers, the
Accelerated courses are vertically aligned to enrich students with a curriculum that is both wide and deep. This
course requires specific summer reading and writing assignments.
ENGLISH 10
Prerequisite: English 9
Grade: 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This required course develops and extends the foundation for students to become literate individuals, who are
competent, confident, and discerning readers, writers, speakers, listeners, language users, and thinkers. Curriculum
and instruction will reinforce, introduce, and broaden the essential skills and understandings that students need to be
college and career-ready. To that end, students will:
● Read and comprehend literature – including stories, drama, and poems – and literary nonfiction.
● Write clear, coherent, well-structured, effectively-supported, and substantial argumentative, informative, and
narrative texts.
● Gather and integrate relevant information from authoritative sources, to support analysis, and research.
● Express their own ideas clearly and persuasively, while evaluating the line of reasoning of other speakers
and responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives.
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01201 English 10 Standards
Students are expected to develop and improve proficient reading and writing skills. They benefit from guided
instruction, practice, and application facilitated by both an English teacher and a Special Education teacher in a
co-teaching environment. Students enrolled in English 10 Standards must also take Reading 10 Standards (01211),
during first semester.
01202 English 10
Students are expected to be skillful readers and emerging writers who are committed to honing their writing skills.
With guidance and scaffolding, students delve deeply into ideas and texts.
01203 English 10 Honors
Students are expected to be perceptive readers and competent writers who are willing and able to delve deeply into
ideas and texts.
01204 English 10 Accelerated
Students must be independent, self-motivated learners who are able to form their own interpretive judgments prior to
class, excel in written expression, and concurrently manage both long- and short-term assignments. They are
expected to be willing and able to read a text closely, carefully, and critically. Working in close collaboration with the
English Language and Composition AP (11) and English Literature and Composition AP (12) teachers, the
Accelerated courses are vertically aligned to enrich students with a curriculum that is both wide and deep. 
This
course requires specific summer reading and writing assignments.
ENGLISH 11
Prerequisite: English 10

Grade: 11

Length: Year

Credit: 1

This required course is designed to commence the preparation of students for life outside the high-school
classroom. The curriculum and instruction focuses on developing critical-thinking skills and the ability to closely and
attentively read texts in a way that helps students understand and enjoy complex works of literature and nonfiction.
Students learn to use cogent reasoning and evidence collection skills that are essential for success in college, career,
and life. To that end, students will:
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain with an
emphasis on seminal works of American literature.
● Write texts that examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
● Synthesize multiple sources on a subject and demonstrate understanding of the subject under investigation.
● Initiate and participate effectively in collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on a wide range of topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
01301 American Literature and Composition Standards
Students are expected to develop and improve proficient reading and writing skills. They benefit from guided
instruction, practice, and application facilitated by both an English teacher a Special Education teacher in a
co-teaching environment.
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01302 American Literature and Composition
Students are expected to be skillful readers and emerging writers who are committed to honing their writing skills.
With guidance and scaffolding, students delve deeply into ideas and texts.
01303 American Literature and Composition Honors
Students are expected to be perceptive readers and competent writers who are willing and able to delve deeply into
ideas and texts.
01305 AP English Language and Composition
Students are expected to be curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts, and flexible, reflective writers of
texts addressed to divergent audiences for distinct purposes. The reading and writing that students do in the course
will deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions rhetorically. This course includes
specific summer reading and writing assignments.
ENGLISH 12
Prerequisite: English 11

Grade: 12

Length: Year

Credit: 1

This required course is designed to prepare students for life outside the high-school classroom. The curriculum and
instruction focuses on developing critical-thinking skills and the ability to closely and attentively read texts in a way
that helps students understand and enjoy complex works of literature and nonfiction. Students learn to use cogent
reasoning and evidence collection skills that are essential for success in college, career, and life. To that end,
students will:
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of how an author’s choices concerning how to
structure specific parts of a text contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic
impact, drawing on cultural experiences reflected in a wide reading of world literature from outside the
United States.
● Write texts that examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
● Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience;
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
● Initiate and participate effectively in collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on a wide range of topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
01401 Comparative Literature and Composition Standards
Students are expected to develop and improve proficient reading and writing skills. They benefit from guided
instruction, practice, and application facilitated by both an English teacher a Special Education teacher in a
co-teaching environment.
01402 Comparative Literature and Composition
Students are expected to be skillful readers and emerging writers who are committed to honing their writing skills.
With guidance and scaffolding, students delve deeply into ideas and texts.
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01403 Comparative Literature Honors
Students are expected to be perceptive readers and competent writers who are willing and able to delve deeply into
ideas and texts.
01405 AP English Literature and Composition
Students are expected to engage in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the
close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide
both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style and themes, as
well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Through a wide
range of analytical and creative-writing assignments, students increase their ability to explain clearly, cogently, even
elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do. This course includes
specific summer reading and writing assignments.
English Electives
01600 Journalism (Convergence), Newspaper/Web Press/Broadcasting
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Grade:9-12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This class provides students the opportunity to gain experience through the production of the school’s newspaper,
The Leaf, as well as the maintenance of the school website, GoAves.com. Students are challenged to grow as critical
thinkers, readers, and writers, as well as to gain executive skills and time management through instruction in writing
for newspapers and on-line, preparing copy, editing, designing, proofing, maestroing and executing enterprise pages,
selling advertising, managing finances, and marketing the school and its products. Software used in this rigorous
course includes the most updated versions of InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator and WordPress. Digital cameras and
scanners are frequently used. Students must have initiative, diligence, a good background in English composition, a
strong interest in people, a desire to write, an understanding that deadlines are final, and the ability to accept
responsibility. All students are required to sell advertising as a part of their first semester grade. Students hoping to
gain editorial positions must attend a summer workshop. 
This course may be taken for credit more than once with
permission of the instructor.
01610 Journalism (Yearbook)
Prerequisite: Grade of “C” or better in previous English class
Grade:9-12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course provides students the opportunity and responsibility to produce the school’s yearbook, The Log. Students
do all the writing, editing, and layout in a laboratory environment using technology (InDesign, PhotoShop, Excel, Word
and digital photography). Students must have initiative, diligence, a good background in English composition, a
strong interest in people, a desire to write, an understanding that deadlines are final, and the ability to accept
responsibility. This highly competitive, structured class involves local, state, and national competitions. All students
are required to sell advertising as part of the first semester grade. Because the yearbook includes events that occur
late in the school year, some work during the summer is required. Students hoping to gain editorial positions must
attend a summer workshop. 
This course may be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.
01700 Strategic Reading
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This is an intensive reading intervention program designed to meet the needs of students whose reading
achievement is below the proficient level. The program directly addresses individual needs through adaptive
instruction, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in reading skills such as phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, text comprehension, and spelling.
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01720 Communications
This class will prepare students to communicate effectively in their post-secondary pursuits. Communications will
empower students with the skills, knowledge, experience, and confidence to use communication to their advantage
personal, academic, and professional lives. Students will learn to use body language, visual images, technology, and
“presence” to communicate well. The complement of speaking is, of course, listening. Students will work to actively
and responsively listen to one another and ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
01730 Creative Writing
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10-12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This class will introduce students to the processes and techniques of creative writing. It will also help you to
understand the meaning of your own experiences as you find ways to put them into words, develop self-discipline,
and stretch your imagination. You will experiment with various types of writing, including the writing of fiction and
poetry. Class readings will expose you to various writing styles and provide examples of the successes, flaws, and
strategies of other writers. Class time will be spent discussing the writer’s craft, the assigned readings, and student
writing. You will be expected to process, peer edit, share your developing work in class, and submit your work to
school/community writing contests/ publishing agents. 
This class may be taken for credit more than once with
permission of the instructor, including two semesters in the same school year.
01740 Screenwriting
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10-12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This class will help you understand, critique, and write dramatic stories for modern media including movies, games,
and television. You will consider how modern texts are structured to incite the audience to cry or cheer or scream in
fear. You will develop skills in creative writing, awareness, provisional acting, collaborative storytelling, and creative
self-confidence as you craft your own original stories and learn to use the tools of the industry. When possible, you
will collaborate with students in other courses to bring the scripts to life. 
This class may be taken for credit more
than once with permission of the instructor, including two semesters in the same school year.
Although not
required, Creative Writing (01730) is excellent preparation for this class.
13000 Introduction to Acting
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9-12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course provides students with a survey of the theater arts, allowing them the opportunities to experience and
appreciate dramatic literature and to participate in the creative processes of performance and production. The
course emphasizes skill development and provides theatrical opportunities that enable students to determine
personal areas of interest. Participation in co-curricular theater productions is encouraged but not required. 
This
class may be taken for credit more than once with permission of the instructor.
13010 Acting Technique
Prerequisite: 13000 and/or recommendation of the theater arts instructor
Grade: 9-12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course integrates and builds upon basic acting skills. Through various modes of expression and performance,
students investigate dramatic literature in contemporary theater styles. Students will study and respond to a variety
of theater experiences which will refine their communicative, collaborative, analytical, interpretive, and
problem-solving skills. Students will expand their artistic abilities and appreciation of the theatrical arts. Participation
in co-curricular theater productions is encouraged. 
This class may be taken for credit more than once with
permission of the instructor.
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13020 Acting Ensemble
Prerequisite: Audition
Grade: 10-12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This co-curricular course continues to build upon acting skills through the study of the historical methods and styles
of acting. Students exhibit independence, discipline, and commitment to the theater process through their work on
assigned projects. Advanced work in acting skills and preparation, play analysis, character interpretation, and theater
history is expected. Participation in co-curricular theater productions is required.
This class may be taken for credit
more than once with permission of the instructor.
13100 Technical Theater
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course allows students to explore various areas of technical theater such as scenery, lighting, costumes, sound,
makeup, properties, and theater management. An analysis of various styles of theater and hands-on participation
leads students to an understanding of the design and production process. There is a six hour requirement for after
school work per quarter. 
This class may be taken for credit more than once with permission of the instructor.
13110 Technical Theater: In-depth
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course allows students to gain an “in-depth” experience working in the various areas of technical theater such as
scenery, lighting, costumes, sound, makeup, properties, and theater management. Through hands-on participation in
a variety of productions, students can achieve a greater understanding of the design and production process. There
is a six hour requirement for after school work per quarter. 
This class may be taken for credit more than once.
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Mathematics Course Descriptions
The sequence of math courses and the final course taken is determined by the starting class taken for high school
credit. This table offers several typical course sequences. For other possibilities, contact the Math Department
Supervisor and/or your counselor.
Grade

Course #

8
9
10
11
12

02801
02101
02201
02301
02401
02702

8
9
10
11
12

8
9
10
11
12

Course Title

Grade

Course #

Math 8 Standards
Algebra I Standards
Geometry Standards
Algebra II Standards
Precalculus Standards
Probability and Statistics

8
9
10
11

02104
02203
02303
02403
02504
02505

Algebra I Accelerated
Geometry Honors
Algebra II Honors
Precalculus Honors
Calculus Honors
Calculus AB AP

02802
02102
02202
02302
02402
02702

Math 8
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II
Precalculus
Probability and Statistics

8
9
10
11

02104
02204
02304
02404
02404B
02515

Algebra I Accelerated
Geometry Accelerated
Algebra II Accelerated
Precalculus Accelerated
Calculus Accelerated
Calculus BC AP

02812
02103
02203
02303
02403
02504

Advanced Math 8
Algebra I Honors
Geometry Honors
Algebra II Honors
Precalculus Honors
Calculus Honors

7
8
9
10

02104
02204
02304
02404
02404B
02515
02604

Algebra I Accelerated
Geometry Accelerated
Algebra II Accelerated
Precalculus Accelerated
Calculus Accelerated
Calculus BC AP
Multivariable Calculus Advanced
Topics Accelerated

12

12

11
12

Course Title

Algebra I
This course is the foundation course for all math classes that follow. Topics include relationships between quantities
and reasoning with equations, linear and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, expressions and equations,
quadratic functions and modeling.
02103 Algebra 1 Honors
Prerequisite: 02812
Grade: 9 Length: Year
Credit: 1
Success in Advanced Math 8 (B’s or higher) is necessary. A fall MAP RIT score >240 will also indicate placement in
Algebra 1 Honors.
02102 Algebra 1
Prerequisite: 02802
Grade: 9 Length: Year
Credit: 1
Math 8 with grades of C or better is a good indicator of readiness for this sequence.
02101 Algebra 1 Standards
Prerequisite: 02801
Grade: 9 Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students are properly placed in this course if they received some grades of D in Math 8, were successful in Math 8
Standards, or need frequent help in order to achieve success. A fall MAP RIT score <225 will also indicate placement
in Algebra 1 Standards.
42

•
Sycamore High School

Table of Contents

Geometry
This course focuses on the logical processes of deductive and inductive reasoning. Practical problems and proofs
are applied in both plane and solid geometry. Topics include Congruence, Proof and constructions; similarity, proof
and trigonometry; extending to three dimensions, connecting algebra and geometry through coordinates; circles with
and without coordinates and applications of probability. A special emphasis in the course is on using Algebra I skills
in geometric application problems. A protractor, compass and straightedge may be required.
02201 Geometry Standards
Prerequisite: 02101
Grade: 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Placement in this course is appropriate if the student has passed Algebra 1 Standards or received a D in Algebra 1 or
has otherwise struggled in (but passed) Algebra 1.
02202 Geometry
Prerequisite: 02102
Grade: 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students in this sequence must have earned a C or better in their Algebra I course.
02203 Geometry Honors
Prerequisite: 02103 or 02104
Grade: 9, 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Success in Algebra I Honors or more than two Bs in four quarters of Algebra I Accelerated is a good indicator for
placement in Geometry Honors.
02204 Geometry Accelerated
Prerequisite: 02104
Grade: 9
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The course is fast-paced, and students are expected to retain Algebra I skills with little review and to grasp new
concepts quickly. A successful student in Geometry Accelerated is able to memorize theorems and apply Algebra I
skills to new situations in Geometry. Students registering for this course should have at least two A’s in the four
quarters of Algebra I Accelerated and should be comfortable with a fast-paced course.
Algebra II
Topics in this course include polynomial, rational and radical relationships, trigonometric functions, modeling with
functions, inference and conclusions from data.. A solid understanding and retention of Algebra I topics is necessary
for success in Algebra II. A graphing calculator is required for the second semester in all levels of Algebra II.
02301 Algebra II Standards
Prerequisite: 02201
Grade: 11
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Placement in this course is appropriate if the student has passed Geometry Standards or received a D in Geometry or
has otherwise struggled in (but passed) Geometry. (Algebra II Standards is not available to 10th grade students.)
02302 Algebra II
Prerequisite: 02202
Grade: 11
Length: Year
Credit: 1
A Geometry grade of C or better is needed for correct placement in Algebra II. (Algebra II is not available to 10th
grade students.)
02303 Algebra II Honors
Prerequisite: 02203
Grade: 10, 11
Length: Year
Credit: 1
A grade of B or better in Geometry Honors indicates appropriate placement in Algebra II Honors.
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02304 Algebra II Accelerated
Prerequisite: 02204
Grade: 9, 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students who earned an A or B in Geometry Accelerated are correctly placed in Algebra II Accelerated. If a student
wishes to move from Geometry Honors to Algebra II Accelerated, the student should have earned at least two As in
Algebra I Accelerated in 8th grade and should have had at least a 95% in each quarter of Geometry Honors.
Precalculus
This course continues the study of functions including trigonometric and logarithmic functions, matrices, vectors,
complex numbers, conic sections, and probability.
02401 Precalculus Standards
Prerequisite: 02301
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Completion of Algebra II Standards or a grade of D in Algebra II is the indicator for proper placement in Precalculus
Standards. This course is only offered in the 2nd semester.
02402 Precalculus
Prerequisite: 02302
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
A grade of C or higher in Algebra II or a C or D in Algebra II Honors indicates appropriate placement in Precalculus.
This course is only offered in the 2nd semester.
02403 Precalculus Honors
Prerequisite: 02303
Grade: 11,12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Correct placement in this class is indicated by a B or higher for all six possible Algebra II Honors grades (quarters and
exams). This course is only offered in the 1st semester. Students registering for this class should also enroll in
Calculus Honors for the second semester.
02404 Precalculus Accelerated
Prerequisite: 02304
Grade: 10, 11
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students are correctly placed in Precalculus Accelerated if they have earned a B or better in both Geometry
Accelerated and Algebra II Accelerated. This course is only offered in the 1st semester. Students registering for this
class should also enroll in Calculus Accelerated for the second semester.
Calculus
02504 Calculus Honors
Prerequisite: 02403
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course is for students who have completed Precalculus Honors. Students will strengthen their algebraic and
trigonometric skills and will study the initial concepts of calculus in depth. This course will only be offered in the 2nd
semester.

02404B Calculus Accelerated
Prerequisite: 02404
Grade: 10, 11
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course is for students who have completed Precalculus Accelerated. Students will strengthen their algebraic and
trigonometric skills and will study the initial concepts of calculus in depth. This course will only be offered in the 2nd
semester.
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02505 AP Calculus AB
Prerequisite: 02404
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course is for the student who plans to study science or math-related fields in college and plans to take the AP
Exam to be eligible for college credit in calculus. Many important theorems are proved. There is a good balance of
practical application and rigorous theory throughout the whole year. Students enrolled in this class should take the
Calculus AB Advanced Placement Exam. A graphing calculator is required.
02515 AP Calculus BC
Prerequisite: 02404B
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course will cover all the material in the Calculus AB course along with the additional topics required for the
Calculus BC AP Exam (L’Hopital’s Rule, vectors, additional integration techniques, Taylor series). A student who takes
this course will be receiving the equivalent of a 2-semester college calculus course. Students who enroll in this class
should take the BC version of the Advanced Placement Exam. A graphing calculator is required.
02604 Multivariable Calculus Advanced Topics Accelerated
Prerequisite: see description
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Multivariable Calculus will be taught as a blended learning class. Students will work at their own pace to complete
units of study and take assessments. The teacher will provide support, learning modules, and assessments.
Deadlines will be in place for work that must be completed by the end of each grading period in order to complete the
course on time. When a student completes the required multivariable calculus curriculum, advanced mathematical
topics of interest will be available for students. These topics may include but are not limited to differential equations,
discrete mathematics, and data analytics.
Statistics
02702 Probability and Statistics
Prerequisite: Prior completion of at least 1/2 of Algebra II
Grade: 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course will introduce students to the main ideas of Statistics, including random sampling, probability and the
normal distribution. This course can be used to complete the four year math graduation requirement. Probability and
Statistics can be taken in addition to Precalculus Academic or Standards. The prerequisite for this class is successful
completion of Algebra II at any level. This course is offered in both semesters, but students may only take it one time.
02705 AP Statistics
Prerequisite: 02403 or 02404 completed or concurrent
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
An elective mathematics course, Statistics AP is designed to be taken concurrently with Precalculus Accelerated,
Precalculus Honors, Calculus Honors, Calculus AP or Multivariable Calculus. This course covers all material
necessary for students to take the College Board’s Advanced Placement Statistics Exam. The class is designed to
enhance students’ mathematical thinking skills and concentrate on statistical thought processes and analysis. An
emphasis of the course is on the use of technological packages for statistical analysis, including graphing
calculators and Minitab for Windows. A graphing calculator is required. This class is suggested for those in
Accelerated math courses or students who have earned a grade of “A” in Algebra II Honors.
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Science Course Descriptions
GRADES 9 AND 10
Ninth grade students will enroll in Scientific Investigations or Biology Accelerated based on the results of
assessments given in the spring of the 8th grade year along with their grades in science and teacher input. In 10th
grade, students who have completed Scientific Investigations will enroll in Biology. Students who have completed
Biological Systems Accelerated will select either Scientific Investigations or Chemistry Accelerated, contingent on
their concurrent math course. Another option for 10th grade students who have completed Biological Systems
Accelerated could be Environmental Science AP with teacher recommendation.
03112 Scientific Investigations
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to observable and tangible physical situations. Within Scientific
Investigations, students will study Forces and Motion, Conservation of Energy, Wave motion, Matter, and the
Universe. Typically, students will learn about these topics through a common theme – the study of forces and motion
and the universe, for example, could be instructed under the common theme of understanding the Earth-Sun-Moon
relationship and rocket travel. During the year, students will use technology in their investigations, present
information to student groups, and participate in scientific inquiries and solving problems through group
collaboration. This course clearly addresses state standards and prepares students for state exit exams required for
graduation.
03104 Biology Accelerated
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to biological systems. Within biological systems, students investigate
energy conversion processes in living things, understand the cellular basis of life, recognize the correlation of
structure and function in living organisms, understand the transfer of information from generation to generation,
investigate the similarities and differences among organisms within the five kingdom system and recognize the basic
components of ecological systems. During the year, students use technology in their investigations, present
information to student groups, and participate in scientific inquiries.
Indicators that Accelerated is a valid placement:
● ‘A’ average in 8th grade science
● 70% or higher on Test of Scientific Reasoning
● Teacher recommendation
03102 Biology
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to biological systems. Within biological systems, students investigate
energy conversion processes in living things, understand the cellular basis of life, recognize the correlation of
structure and function in living organisms, understand the transfer of information from generation to generation,
investigate the similarities and differences among organisms within the five kingdom system and recognize the basic
components of ecological systems. During the year, students use technology in their investigations, present
information to student groups, and participate in scientific inquiries.
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Physical Sciences
Chemistry
Prerequisite: See table
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to chemical systems. Within chemistry, students investigate chemical
processes, discover physical and chemical trends, investigate the behavior of chemicals in solution, and explain
chemical phenomena at the atomic and molecular level. During the year, students use technology in their
investigations, present information to student groups, and participate in scientific inquiries.
03301 Conceptual Chemistry
This course is a conceptual approach to chemistry. Algebra will be introduced as needed. It is open only to eleventh
and twelfth grade students. This course is fully laboratory based; however, if a post secondary program specifically
requires chemistry in high school, this course may not satisfy the high school chemistry prerequisite.
03302 Chemistry
This course requires Algebra I as a prerequisite. It is best taken concurrently with Algebra II of any level. It is open
only to eleventh and twelfth grade students.
03304 Chemistry Accelerated
Chemistry Accelerated requires Algebra II (Honors or Accelerated) concurrent with the chemistry. Chemistry involves
proficiency with algebraic language as part of the daily experience. Students who are successful in chemistry
accelerated always have a strong Algebra base. Students in grade 10 may take Chemistry Accelerated if they are in
the required Algebra II concurrently.
Physics
Prerequisite: See table
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to physical systems. Within the year, students investigate forces and
the motions produced by those forces, analyze the transfer of energy within mechanical systems, use the wave and
particle models of matter to explain physical phenomena, and construct and explain electrical systems. During the
year, students use technology in their investigations, present information to student groups and participate in
scientific inquiries.
03404 Physics Accelerated
Physics Accelerated requires Pre-Calculus (Honors or Accelerated) concurrent with the Physics. Physics involves
proficiency with algebraic language through Trigonometry as part of the daily experience. Students in grade 11 may
take Physics Accelerated if they are in the required Pre-Calculus concurrently. A student may not earn credit for both
Physics Accelerated and Physics I AP.
03402 Physics
This course requires Algebra I as a prerequisite. It is best taken concurrently with Pre-Calculus of any level or the
extension of Algebra II. This course is highly recommended for seniors.
Physical Science Electives
03600 Astronomy and Geology
Prerequisite: an interest in the topic.
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to astronomical and geological systems. Within the year, students
investigate stars and galaxies, motions of astronomical objects, space travel, changing theories in astronomy, earth
composition and forces, geologic time, paleontology, resources and environmental issues. During the year, students
use technology in their investigations, present information to student groups and participate in scientific inquiries.
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03515 AP Chemistry
Prerequisite: 03304
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover a full-year introductory college course in chemistry with
laboratory. Topics include atomic structure, chemical bonding, states of matter, solutions and colligative properties,
reactions, stoichiometry, kinetics and order of reaction, Gibbs Free Energy, equilibrium and Faraday’s Law of
electrolysis. Selected topics in organic chemistry and qualitative and quantitative analysis will also be covered. The
laboratory work is more complex than the typical high school course and involves volumetric glassware and
instrumentation. Quantitative precision is expected. All class activities and the textbook are college level. At the
conclusion of this course, students should be prepared for the Advanced Placement examination administered in
May. Summer work is required. This will consist of review materials from Chemistry Accelerated. There is summer
work required for this class.
03406 AP Physics 1
Prerequisite: 03304 or 03302 and 02404 or 02403
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit:1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover one semester of an algebra-based, introductory college-level
physics course with laboratory. The course explores topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational
motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. Through inquiry
based
learning, students will develop scientific critical thinking and scientific reasoning skills. All class activities and
textbooks are at the college level. At the conclusion of this course, students should be prepared to take an Advanced
Placement Examination. A student may not earn credit for both Physics Accelerated and Physics 1 AP. There is
summer work required for this class.
03534 AP Physics C: Mechanics
Requirement: Concurrent enrollment in 02515, 02504, 02505 AND completed 03404
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover a full-year introductory college course in calculus-based
physics with laboratory. The course will focus on the topics assessed on the AP Physics C Mechanics exam, which
includes Newtonian mechanics, rotational kinematics and dynamics, equilibrium, oscillation, and gravitation. This
course will move at a pace slower than AP Physics C: Mechanics, Electricity & Magnetism, allowing for more
recitation and instruction when incorporating Calculus topics. Following the completion of the AP Physics C
Mechanics curriculum, the class will begin to cover the AP Physics C Electricity & Magnetism curriculum, but will not
complete this curriculum. All class activities and textbooks are college level. At the conclusion of this course,
students should be prepared for the Advanced Placement examination. There is summer work required for this class.
03535 AP Physics C: Mechanics/Electricity and Magnetism
Requirement: Concurrent enrollment in 02515 OR completed 03404 and concurrent enrollment in 02505
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover a full-year introductory college course in calculus-based
physics with laboratory. Topics include Newtonian mechanics, rotational kinematics and dynamics, equilibrium,
oscillation, gravitation, electrostatics, d.c. circuits, magnetism, and electromagnetic induction. All class activities and
textbooks are college level. At the conclusion of this course, students should be prepared for the Advanced
Placement examination administered in May. There is summer work required for this class.
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Life Science Electives
03610 Field Biology
Prerequisite: 03102 or 03104
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry in their field work. Using a naturalist’s perspective, Field Biology
emphasizes the flora and fauna of Ohio. Trees, weeds, insects, freshwater microorganisms, fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds, mammals, and ecological principles that govern them are the major topics of investigation. Students produce a
natural collection. During the year, students use technology in their investigations, present information to student
groups, and participate in scientific inquiries.
03620 Anatomy and Physiology
Prerequisite: 03102 or 03104
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to human anatomy and physiology. During the year, students
investigate the structure and function of the human body’s systems. They will study the biological themes of stability,
change, diversity, and continuity of multiple biological levels of organization as they apply to human anatomy and
physiology. Students will use technology in their investigations, present information to student groups, and
participate in scientific inquiries.
03525 AP Biology
Prerequisite: 03304
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover a full-year introductory college course in biology with
laboratory. Topics include biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, biotechnology, evolution, taxonomy, plant systems,
animal systems, and ecology. All class activities and the textbook are college level. At the conclusion of this course,
students should be prepared for the Advanced Placement examination administered in May.
03505 AP Environmental Science
Prerequisite: 03104 or 03102
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students apply the process of scientific inquiry to cover a one-semester introductory college course in environmental
science with laboratory. Topics include the interdependence of the earth’s systems, population dynamics, natural
resources, environmental quality, global environmental change, environmental relationships with society,
environmental laws and regulations, and environmental choices and ethics. All classroom activities and the textbook
are college level. At the conclusion of the course, the students should be prepared for the Advanced Placement
examination administered in May. There is summer work required for this class.
Specialty Courses
03650 Science Capstone
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The science capstone class will consist of a semester long study that will integrate science, math and technology in
an authentic way. The experience will provide students with the opportunity to collaborate with members of the
professional science community and allow for individual inquiry and discovery using tools, techniques and valid
protocol essential in real scientific research. The project will be student driven but facilitated by a teacher in a
classroom setting. The capstone project will consist of a proposal, paper, project, portfolio and a presentation.
03616 Forensics
Prerequisite: 03112, 03302 or 03304
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Forensics is a one semester course that studies the application of scientific methods to criminal and civil laws that
are enforced by police agencies in the criminal justice system. Topics may include fingerprinting, entomology, pattern
impressions, bloodspatter, DNA, crime scene processing, ballistics, fiber & hair analysis, document analysis,
anthropology, and arson. In this course, students use technology in their investigations, present information to
student groups and participate in scientific inquiries both in the laboratory and in the field.
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Social Studies Course Descriptions
World History - Required for Ninth Graders
04102 Modern World History
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The course begins with the Age of Enlightenment in the 18th century and explores 10 additional units. These include
the French Revolution, Industrial Revolution, World War I and II, Atomic Age and a comparison of countries today. The
course will provide students with the knowledge, skills and perspectives to critically understand the world they live in
and the future they will inherit.
04104 World History Accelerated
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course traces the events and personalities that shaped our world. We begin with the Middle Ages and end in the
present. The students will be exposed to lecture/discussion, critical analysis of primary sources, individual projects
and supplemental readings. It is recommended that students taking this course as ninth graders should consider
taking English 9 Accelerated and should plan on taking European History AP in the 10th grade. The course requires
completion of summer reading and writing assignments. There is an assessment over the summer reading during the
first week of school.
American History - Required for Graduation
04202 American History
Prerequisites: None
Grade: 10
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The course is a study of the people, forces and events that have shaped the United States. The course begins with
1877 and continues to the present. Students will study 11 units, which include populist movement/ immigration,
imperialism, the Twenties, America into the 21st century. Students will complete frequent reading assignments, be
exposed to lecture and discussion and complete various projects that will allow for more in-depth study of several
topics. The course will prepare the students for the Ohio Graduation Test to be administered in March.
04305 AP United States History
Prerequisite: 04202 or 04205
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
United States History Advanced Placement is a course designed to give the able student experience in analyzing and
learning history. The student is expected to gain proficiency in essay writing, problem solving, and analyzing primary
sources. Substantial amounts of reading (including summer reading) are required. The course satisfies the
graduation requirement for one credit in American History and prepares students for the Advanced Placement Exam.
U.S. Government - Required for Graduation
04402 U.S. Government
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The origins, values, and organization of democratic government are examined and compared with other systems.
Building on a background in history, the student examines the meaning and applications of the U.S. Constitution, our
civil liberties, the role of political parties, the relationship of government to the economy, and recent foreign policy.
Current issues are emphasized throughout. Research papers, oral presentation, and analytical readings are required.
Beginning in 2016-2017, U.S. Government courses will run for a full year and earn 1.0 credit. This course fulfills the
Ohio Department of Education’s financial literacy requirement.
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04405 AP U.S. Government and Politics
Prerequisite: 04305 or 04202
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course covers a body of knowledge equivalent to that which a student would be expected to master in an
introductory one-semester college course in American Government. Emphasis is placed on the development of
effective writing skills, ability to synthesize social science data and to critically evaluate and compare scholarly works
and approaches. Summer reading is required for this course. The course satisfies the school’s government
requirement for graduation and prepares students for the Advanced Placement Examination. Beginning in 2016-2017,
U.S. Government courses will run for a full year and earn 1.0 credit. This course fulfills the Ohio Department of
Education’s financial literacy requirement.
Social Studies Electives
04120 Law Studies
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
In today’s fast paced, complex world, the need for a better understanding of law-related areas is increasingly
important. Law Studies brings the student into contact with such topics as constitutional and due process rights,
criminal law, civil law, tort law, juvenile law and others.
04320 American Military History
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The wars of America have had a great impact on our history. From General Washington crossing the Delaware on
Christmas Eve, 1776; to Grant & Lee fighting in Virginia; Normandy Beach and Midway Island; and the Tet Offensive,
the life of the United States has been influenced by our participation in wars. The student analyzes these wars and
their impact upon American life, with special emphasis given to the War of Independence, the Civil War, World War II,
and Vietnam.
04205 AP European History
Prerequisite: 04104 or Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 10, 11, 12
In this college-level study, the student develops an understanding of the principal themes in European history from
1450-1990 and analyzes historical evidence. Significant emphasis is given to the intellectual, cultural, social,
economic, and political history of Europe. Summer reading is required for this course, as well as substantial amounts
of reading and coursework from a college level text. While not a requirement, successful completion of World History
Accelerated is a plus. The course prepares the student for the Advanced Placement Exam.
04330 Psychology I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
In this course, the student examines how psychologists study behavior and its relationship to the environment.
Topics include a brief history of psychology; the basic principles of research in psychology; principles of learning and
memory; body and behavior; sensation and perception; personality; and psychological disorders and therapy. The
course includes reading assignments, class discussion, lectures, individual and group projects, audiovisual materials,
and guest speakers. The course is designed to include activities to involve students in the practice as well as the
content of the discipline.
04340 Psychology II
Prerequisite: 04330
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course is a continuation of Introduction to Psychology, building on the skills and knowledge students gain in the
first class. Topics include human development; motivation and emotion; consciousness, including sleep and dreams;
thinking, language and cognition; stress and health; and social psychology. The course includes reading assignments,
class discussion, lectures, individual and group projects, audiovisual materials, and guest speakers. The course is
designed to include activities to involve students in the practice as well as the content of the discipline.
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04335 AP Psychology
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 11, 12
The Advanced Placement course in Psychology is designed to introduce the student to the systematic and scientific
study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the principles
and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within the field of psychology. These subfields include
bases for human behavior, developmental psychology, personality assessment, psychological disorders and
approximately eight other fields. Students also will learn about methods psychologists use. The course prepares the
student for the Advanced Placement Exam.
04354 MacroEconomics Accelerated
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course provides a solid foundation for students interested in exploring current economic issues, major
characteristics of the U.S. economy, and some of the major economic problems facing our nation and world. It also
offers content that will help students make informed financial decisions in their roles as consumers, workers, and
citizens. The AP exam in Macroeconomics will not be administered at Sycamore High School, however support
materials will be made available to students wishing to take the Advanced Placement exam in MacroEconomics. The
course satisfies the Ohio Core Financial Literacy graduation requirement for students in the Class of 2014 and
beyond. This course will fulfill the Social Studies Elective graduation requirement if Economics has been successfully
completed.
04130 World Cultures and Geography
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11,12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This is a survey course of basic geography knowledge and skills with emphasis on the interdependency of regions of
the world. A special emphasis will be placed on a knowledge of the economic, cultural, and political systems of the
areas studied.
04140 Contemporary World Issues
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The dynamics of global interactions among nations and regions present issues that affect all humanity. These
dynamics include competing beliefs and goals, methods of engagement, and conflict and cooperation. Contemporary
issues have political, economic, social, historic and geographic components. Through examining these contemporary
issues, students will formulate independent conclusions. At the same time, the course will foster an appreciation for
cultural differences in our society and world with the understanding that people have more similarities than
differences.
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Global Language Course Descriptions
To be recommended for the next level of global language, a student must, at minimum, earn credit for the 1st
semester of their current course. Intermediate IV, Intermediate V, Accelerated and AP courses receive weighted
grades.
Consistent with the Ohio World Language Academic Content Standards (adopted June 2012) and the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) guidelines for proficiency/performance based instruction,
students will learn language through the standards of Communication and Culture. The standards for Interpersonal,
Interpretive and Presentational Communication will be emphasized as students learn vocabulary and grammatical
concepts by way of thematic units. Global Language classes will reflect the ACTFL recommendation that
communication in the target language will comprise at least 90% of instructional time.
Suggested Global Language Sequence

Standards or Academic

Accelerated

Novice I

Intermediate IV or Intermediate V

Novice II

Advanced Placement (French, Latin, Spanish, Chinese)

Intermediate III
Proficiency/Integrated/Performance-Based Curriculum
●
●
●
●

Students build life-long skills to function in a global society.
Students become more accountable for their own learning.
Students learn and use language in authentic contexts.
Student evaluation and recommendation for placement are based on demonstrated language proficiency.

Clarification of Proficiency and Credit in Global Language Courses
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Students enrolled in Global Language courses will receive credit for the course if they meet the grade
requirements for passing a yearlong course.
Students may not proceed beyond Level II of a course unless they have demonstrated at least a 70% or
better proficiency as a final grade at the conclusion of the year.
Students who do not demonstrate 70% proficiency in the fourth quarter have several options:
a. The student may attend summer school to achieve proficiency. There must be at least 15 students
enrolled to offer the summer school class.
b. The student may receive private tutoring, at the student’s expense, during the summer, and then
demonstrate proficiency in deficient areas on a proficiency test administered two weeks before the
start of school. The student can then be properly scheduled for classes.
c. The student may start a new language.
Students in grades 9 through 12 may repeat a Global Language class with the permission of the Global
Language Supervisor. The grade and credit for the repeated class and the original class will be maintained
on the high school transcript.
Global Language courses taken at the Junior High may be removed from the high school transcript by
notifying the counselor prior to the end of the 1st semester in the 11th grade year.
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NOVICE I
At this level, the student is introduced to basic vocabulary and pronunciation, gradually building a foundation in
understanding and speaking the target language. Communication in the target language will comprise at least 90% of
instructional time. Reading and writing will follow in the natural development of the language skills. The student will
become acquainted with the target culture and gain insight into cultural similarities and differences. Thematic
vocabulary and contextualized grammar will be introduced at this level. Students also will pursue interdisciplinary and
technological connections.
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

Length: Year

Credit 1

08110 American Sign Language Novice I (See special course description at end of listings)..
08210 Chinese Novice I
08310 French Novice I
08510 Latin Novice I
08610 Spanish Novice I
NOVICE II
At this level the student will continue the rudimentary components of global language initiated in Novice I.
Additionally, the student will need to demonstrate greater depth and detail in the performance of required
communicative tasks. The proficiency skills gained in Novice I will be enhanced as students demonstrate their
abilities using higher level expressions and a variety of tenses.
Prerequisite: Novice I; must pass Level I course

Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

Length: Year

Credit: 1

08120 American Sign Language Novice II (See special course description at end of listings).
08220 Chinese Novice II
08320 French Novice II
08520 Latin Novice II
08620 Spanish Novice II
INTERMEDIATE III
These courses are designed to further develop the student’s ability to comprehend, speak, read, and write in the
target language. Interpersonal and Presentational skills are strengthened by the expectation that communication in
the target language comprise at least 90% of instructional time. At the Intermediate level students will create with the
target language, and use it to communicate with others. Students will listen to and read the target language in a
variety of authentic contexts including songs, books, and videos. Classroom instruction using thematic vocabulary
and contextualized grammar will be continued at this level. Students will also continue to pursue interdisciplinary and
technological connections.
Prerequisite: Novice II; must have a “C” average to move to next Level
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
08130 American Sign Language Intermediate III (See special course description at end of listings).
08230 Chinese Intermediate III
08330 French Intermediate III
08530 Latin Intermediate III
08630 Spanish Intermediate III
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INTERMEDIATE IV
This course will continue to emphasize language proficiency and communication. Students will be expected to use
and understand the target language. Writing, speaking, reading, and listening skills continue to develop through the
use of authentic materials, such as literary excerpts, historical selections, and contemporary media. Students deepen
and broaden their treatment of personal topics as they discuss what they read. Students continue to learn vocabulary
and grammar concepts in context. Cultural awareness and appreciation will be further developed through
interdisciplinary and technological connections. Intermediate IV course receive a weighted grade.
Prerequisite: Intermediate III; must have a “C” average to move to next Level
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
08240 Chinese Intermediate IV
08340 French Intermediate IV
08540 Latin Intermediate IV
08640 Spanish Intermediate IV
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
The Advanced Placement language and culture courses are designed for advanced language students who wish to
do college-level work for the possibility of earning college credit following the AP exam in the spring. The three
modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive and Presentational) are the foundation of most AP language
and culture courses. Advanced Placement language courses will allow students to demonstrate their proficiencies in
each of these modes. The AP language and culture courses strive to promote fluency and accuracy in language use
through context and the study of authentic resources. There will be summer assignments in these courses.
Prerequisite: Spanish/Latin: Successful completion of Intermediate IV.
Prerequisite: French: Successful completion of Intermediate V.
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
08255 AP Chinese Language and Culture
08355 AP French Language and Culture
08555 AP Latin
08655 AP Spanish Language and Culture
Additional Enrichment
08650 Contemporary Hispanic Studies
Prerequisite: 08655
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The overarching goal of this course is for students to begin to define what being a global citizen means to them. We
will reach this goal through a variety of practices, with an emphasis on cultivating the student’s individual creativity
and critical thinking skills. Students will use the Spanish language in order to gain insight into the Hispanic way of life.
Interdisciplinary study will include current events, contemporary art, history, music, film and literature. Students will
continue to read authentic texts such as online newspapers, magazines, poems, and plays that capture the heart and
soul of the culture. Guest speakers will also be used as a resource in order to enhance the perspective of historical
and current events as well as to help students heighten their sensitivity of Hispanic culture and gain insight of
contemporary issues. This course is designed for self-motivated students capable of handling mature topics and
interested in deepening their understanding of the world around them.
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08341 French Intermediate V
Prerequisite: 08340
Grade 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
In this course, students will deepen their understanding of the entire Francophone world: from Europe, to Africa, to
North America, and the islands. Students will gain an understanding of the linguistic differences between these areas
and France, as well as their literature, music, and customs. Coursework will continue to stress the three modes of
communication: interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational. This “pre-AP” course is to be taken before AP French.
American Sign Language
08110 American Sign Language Novice I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit 1
American Sign Language is a visual language with its own unique rules of grammar and syntax. Students enrolled
should feel comfortable communicating with gestures, and facial expression with others. At this level the student is
introduced to basic sign vocabulary, fingerspelling, and non-manual grammatical signals (NMGS). Contextualized
grammar concepts are introduced at this level. Use of the target language, with no talking, can be expected. The
student becomes acquainted with Deaf culture and gains insight into cultural similarities and differences. Students
need access to a DVD Player for homework assignments, and will be required to be video recorded for some tests
and projects. Students will pursue interdisciplinary and technological connections.
08120 American Sign Language Novice II
Prerequisite: Novice I
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Year
Credit: 1
This level is a continuation of Novice I. This course further expands basic communication skills with an emphasis on
sign language classifiers and non-manual grammatical skills. Increased speed and fluency in fingerspelling are also
targeted. Grammar and vocabulary are presented in a variety of cultural settings. Further information about Deaf
culture is introduced via outside readings and classroom discussions. This course is conducted primarily in ASL, and
students will be expected to communicate in ASL with no voicing. Students need access to a DVD Player for
homework assignments, and will be required to be video recorded for some tests and projects.
08130 American Sign Language Intermediate III
Prerequisite: Novice II
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
ASL Intermediate III is a continuation of ASL Novice I and Novice II.

Credit: 1

The course consists of intense study of increased vocabulary, non-manual grammatical signals, classifiers and more
complex grammatical structures. The student is expected to use ASL, and the class will be conducted in the target
language with no voicing. Students need access to a DVD Player for homework assignments, and will be required to
be video recorded for some tests and projects.
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Art Course Descriptions
05010 Foundations of Art
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
Foundations of Art is designed to expose students to the fundamental principles of art through drawing, design, and
painting. The broad background of experiences in techniques and mediums are based on a solid Art Historical
foundation in preparation for advancing to 2D/3D Art, the second half of this course. Homework is required.
05020 Materials and Techniques 2D
Prerequisite: 05010
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Materials and techniques 2D is a continuation and enhancement of Foundations of Art with a focus on printmaking,
mixed media, and other 2D techniques. Much of the studio work is based on Art Historical reference. This course
completes the foundation requirements for all other elective art classes. A variety of media methods are explored.
Homework is required. This course is designed for the student to experiment with materials and perhaps pursue a
career in 2D art.
05021 Materials and techniques 3D
Prerequisite: 05010
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Materials and techniques 3D is a continuation and enhancement of Foundations of Art with a focus on sculpture,
mixed media, and other 3D techniques. Much of the studio work is based on Art Historical reference. This course
completes the foundation requirements for all other elective art classes. A variety of media methods are explored.
Homework is required. This course is designed for the student to experiment with materials and perhaps pursue a
career in 3D art.
05050 Graphic Design
Prerequisite: 05010 and 05020
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The development of art for commercial use is the purpose of the Graphic Design course. Technical skills will be
developed using the computer and other mechanical tools. This class is recommended for students interested in
careers in graphic design, illustration, advertising, and industrial design. A recommended companion class is Visual
Communications Technology. Foundations of Art and 2D/3D Art must be completed prior to taking this course.
05030 Drawing
Prerequisite: 05010 and 05020
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The student explores drawing through the development of conceptual, perceptual, and manual skills. The student will
render images with a wide variety of drawing mediums, techniques, and subject matter. This is an excellent class for
all students who wish to develop a portfolio for college art studies in the future. Homework is required.
05040 Painting
Prerequisite: 05010 and 05020
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
The student further refines and explores the materials and studio methods necessary to the painter. Basic painting
techniques and mediums include watercolor, acrylic and oil paints used realistically and abstractly. Art Historical
reference adds a foundation for the studio projects. This is an excellent class for portfolio development. Homework
is required. Foundations of Art and 2D/3D Art must be completed prior to taking this course.
05100 Ceramics I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Ceramics is for all students who enjoy working with clay. Students will be guided in the planning and designing of
pottery and other like objects. Through the use of the basic hand-building techniques, the students will develop their
own images in clay. A variety of glazing techniques will be taught as well.
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05110 Ceramics II Sculpture
Prerequisite: 05100 or Grade 11/12 with instructor approval
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
Ceramics II Sculpture is a class designed to build upon the skills developed from Ceramics I (05100). This advanced
class will concentrate on sculpture materials and processes plus wheel throwing techniques. Experimental
treatments of clay bodies and glazes will be a focus of the class. Students will be accountable for aesthetic planning
in the execution of all ceramic forms.
05300 Fundamentals of Photography
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
Students must provide a manual 35mm SLR camera or a point and shoot style camera.
Fundamentals of Photography is a lab course exploring traditional black & white photography. We will begin basic
Digital Understandings. Students will learn how to form composition, print black & white images in a traditional
darkroom and expose and develop roll film. Students will also prepare images for in class critiques and district
display. Students will learn about the basic history of photography and study historic approaches to the art form.
Students will also learn basic manipulation techniques in the darkroom as well as digital setting.
A starter kit including black & white photographic paper, film and other materials is available for about $50 at the
bookstore. Chemicals for processing film, photo paper and matting materials are furnished. Other materials as
needed must be purchased by the students from local/web based photographic suppliers.
05310 Creative Techniques in Photography
Prerequisite: 05300
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students must provide a manual 35mm SLR camera for this class!
A DSLR is also acceptable, but student must also have a film based camera!
After a review of basic skills, students will concentrate on manipulating black & white, digital and color photographs.
Experimental approaches may include such methods as hand-coloring, pinhole photography, Polaroid transfers,
blended negatives, hand-applied emulsions, collage techniques, digital morphing, digital layering and other
experimental techniques. Teacher directed assignments as well as independent approaches to image making will
provide students with a substantial body of work. Study of artists who have used various experimental and historic
techniques of photography will also be included. Contemporary artists will be discussed as well. Film and
photographic paper chemistry as well as matting materials will be provided. Basic handcoloring materials, some
hand-applied emulsions and other experimental materials will be provided. Epson printers and scanners are supplied
by the photography department. Students need to purchase film, photographic paper as well as digital photo paper.
Students may also need to purchase additional materials if they wish to experiment with some specific alternate
approaches.
05320 Advanced Explorations of Photography
Prerequisite: 05300
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students must provide a manual 35mm SLR camera for this class!
A DSLR is also acceptable, but student must also have a film based camera!
After a review of basic skills, students will study the method of exploring their photographic concepts through
traditional and digital media. Works by historic and contemporary artists will be examined. Through various
assignments, students will explore the possibilities of photographic communication and story-telling. Through
teacher directed and independent approaches to image making, students will create their own body of images.
Traditional darkroom as well as subtle digital adjustments will be emphasized. Film and paper chemistry as well as
matting materials are provided. Epson printers and scanners are supplied by the photography department. Other
materials such as film, photographic paper, digital photo paper and other supplies must be purchased by the students
from local/web based photographic suppliers.
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05335 AP Studio Art 2D Design (Photo AP)
Prerequisite: 05300 and 05310 or 05320 or instructor recommendation and portfolio review
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This college-level class is open to highly motivated students. Following the guidelines of CollegeBoard, students will
develop a concentration of their choice. Portfolios are created through a combination of teacher and student-driven
motivation. Traditional B&W processes are emphasized, but students can include some digital work and experimental
processes. This is a demanding class for serious photo students only.
05075 AP Studio Art Drawing
Prerequisite: Two credits in art
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
The Advanced Placement art course is for highly motivated seniors who wish to do college-level art work. The
guidelines for this course will follow those of the Advanced Placement Program of the CollegeBoard. First semester
will focus on the development of a portfolio. Second semester will include the development of a thesis and a written
commentary on the student’s concentration. Students will be accountable for the completion of artwork outside of
class. This is a demanding class for serious art students only.
05070 AP Studio Art 3D Design (Sculpture)
Prerequisite: 05010 and 05020 or 05100 and 05110 or teacher recommendation
Grade 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This portfolio based Advanced Placement art course is designed for highly motivated juniors or seniors who are
interested in sculptural, 3-dimensional college-level art making. Explorations in clay, glass, metals, found objects and
other materials are introduced during 1st semester providing opportunities for the breadth portion of the portfolio.
Second semester, students will focus on an area of concentration and develop a cohesive body of works following
the guidelines of the Advanced Placement Program of the CollegeBoard. College credit may be earned by those
whose portfolio scores meet the criteria set by the CollegeBoard and individual colleges and universities. Students
will be expected to work outside of class. This is a demanding class for serious and dedicated students.
05205 AP Art History
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10 (with recommendation), 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students who love art, history and the stories behind the work will find this class exciting and rewarding. AP Art
History is a college-level class which explores diverse artistic traditions from a global perspective. Politics, religions,
patronage, gender and ethnicity are analyzed through painting, sculpture, architecture and other media from
prehistory to present day. Writing and reading intensive, this class follows the guidelines set by the College Board and
may offer college credit to those who pass the Advanced Placement test.

Business Technology Course Offerings
09413 SHSolutions & 09414 SHSolutions Lab
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10,11,12
Length: Semester/Year
Credit:1-2
The SHSolutions Lab course is a hands on study of technology integration and support in an educational context. In
this course students will create solutions and support the district in two key areas; an on-demand help desk and an
innovative solutions lab. Help desk students will be required to diagnose, troubleshoot, and define the best approach
for problem resolution. In addition to providing a student and staff help desk, students will investigate, develop and
support solutions that address district needs and initiatives in educational technology integration. The course also
asks students to have prior experience and understanding of Chrome OS, Microsoft Windows OS, iOS and Android.
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09222 Technology Literacy I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course is designed to provide students with a solid understanding of using technology in today’s Cloud based
software environment. In order to be college and career ready in the 21st century, students must collaboratively work
in on-demand, information rich, research based environments. Students in this course will explore Cloud based tools
such as: Google, Microsoft Office 365 Online, Prezi, and a variety of other web 2.0 resources. A large focus will be
placed on how to choose the appropriate cloud based solution to accomplish a variety of projects and topics facing
tomorrow’s life-long learners. (This course was formerly titled Computer Literacy II.)
09232 Technology Literacy II
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Advance to the next level when using the most common software found on most desktop and notebook computer
systems – Microsoft Office ’10. Students will learn advanced concepts using MS Office software. Students will
complete a variety of applications using ALL aspects of MS office including MS Publisher and Windows Movie Maker.
Adobe Creative Suites 4 (Photoshop, Fireworks) software will be presented. This course will also discuss
components that make up a computer system. Students will use a variety of devices such as digital cameras,
camcorders, scanners, e-mail, CD burners, flash drives, color laser printers, and the internet to complete their
projects. This course will fulfill the semester technology requirement. (This course was formerly titled Computer
Literacy III.)
09400 Web and Graphic Design
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students will learn concepts of web page design and multimedia production through the use of Adobe Creative Suites
software in this semester course. Applications will include the use of Adobe Creative Suites 3, Photoshop,
Dreamweaver and Flash software for web-page development, as well as internet research and presentation design.
Students also will develop websites through HTML coding. Students will be required to develop an ongoing project
with skills mastered throughout this course. This course will fulfill the semester technology requirement.
09410 Mobile Game Design
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Did you know that the Video Game Industry is one of the fastest growing markets, but “Gaming” doesn’t only mean
“video games”? Gamers also play board games, card games, simulations, and participate in interactive stories. This
course breaks down the design process step by step. You will learn the fundamentals through hands-on modding,
prototyping, and iteration of a variety of games. Your final project will include building, playtesting, and revising your
own original game that can be played with friends and added to your game portfolio.
09106 Personal Finance
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course provides a solid foundation for students to make informed financial decisions in their roles as
consumers, workers, and citizens. Financial Literacy topics include: Financial Management, Banking Services,
Investments, Credit, Careers, College loans and College Majors. The course also provides students with an
understanding of the major characteristics of the U.S. economy and some of the major economic problems facing
our nation and world. The course satisfies the Ohio Core Financial Literacy graduation requirement but does not fulfill
the Social Studies Elective graduation requirement.
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09110 Accounting I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Are you considering a Business Degree in college? This class is a must for all college-bound Business Majors. A
computerized accounting program will be used to complete all phases of the accounting cycle for a service business
operated as a proprietorship. Fiscal-end financial statements will be prepared.
09120 Accounting II
Prerequisite: 09110
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
A continuation of Accounting I with the introduction of accounting for a merchandising business organized as a
corporation. Students will learn the uses of special journals, payroll records, uncollectible accounting and
depreciation. Simulations on the computer emphasis the real life operations of accounting.
09350 Sports & Entertainment Management and Marketing
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Gain knowledge in one of the most rapidly expanding fields of management and marketing in today’s job market. The
general principles of management and marketing will be presented in connection with the popular fields of the sports
and entertainment industry. Sample topics discussed include sponsorships, licensing, endorsements, promotions and
career opportunities. This course will explore the intriguing world of sports and entertainment from the management
and marketing perspective. This is a rapidly growing major offered by many universities. Numerous guest speakers
from the sports and entertainment industry will speak to the class. Field trips will be taken to the Great American Ball
Park, the Reds Hall of Fame Museum and the University of Cincinnati.

Computer Science Course Offerings
10001 Game Programming
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Sequence: Al
Learn the programming concepts taught in an entry level college course by building 2D games. Through the use of
gaming engines and scripting languages, students will develop skills and techniques that can be transferred to other
programming languages such as Java and Python. Culminating projects include stand-alone games to be played with
friends and added to a digital portfolio.
10010 3D Movie Animation
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Sequence: Al
Create animations using Alice, a tool developed by Carnegie Mellon University in partnership with Electronic Arts
(creator of Sims). Fundamental 3D animation and cinematography concepts are introduced using the latest
innovations and techniques, similar to those used by studios such as Disney, DreamWorks, Pixar, and Universal. By
implementing these basic constructs, students are able to establish the foundation of using technology to solve
problems in the entertainment industry.
10020 Advanced Modeling and Animation
Prerequisite: 10010, 10060 or 10001
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Sequence: AI
Collaborate with artists and technologists to create interactive 3D animations, simulations and role playing games
using tools like Unity. This course is the confluence of the modeling and animation realms, and becomes the platform
for augmented and virtual reality projects. Adding to their fundamental knowledge, students will learn more advanced
modeling techniques such as vertex groups, weight painting, and animation workflow, as well as advanced animation
concepts such as event procession, collision detection, motion capture, and compositing. Leading to Advanced
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Placement coursework, this course is recommended for students with a serious interest in the modeling, animation,
and software industries.
10050 Advanced Topics in Computer Science Accelerated
Prerequisite: 10045
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Sequence: ACC
Exploring new realms of technology is the goal of this course. While working in teams, students will learn about
leading edge concepts such as virtual reality, embedded systems, GUI and NUI-based programming, mobile apps, and
gaming and simulation development and marketing. Ideal for students pursuing Computer Science and engineering
degrees and careers, completion of this course adds greater breadth to their deep knowledge of Computer Science
topics.
10060 Animated 3D Modeling
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Sequence: AI
Learn the 3D modeling techniques used in movies, visual effects, video games, cartoons, commercials, and
animations. Using tools like Blender, students will work in this highly skill-based art form to manipulate and sculpt
pure imagination into substantial forms. Key concepts include primitives, curves and surfaces, organic modeling, and
rigging. By the end of the course, students will have developed a portfolio of original projects that can be used when
applying for an internship, higher education, or employment.
10030 AP Computer Science Principles
Prerequisite: Computer Science Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1 Sequence: ACC
As an entry point to the advanced sequence, this course takes a breadth first approach to Computer Science and
technology in general. Engaging in web development using HTML, CSS, and JavaScript while exploring the impact of
technology on our society is the focus. Ethical and legal issues will be covered as well as fundamental programming
concepts. Ultimately, the goal is to prepare for the AP assessment which includes the submission of student artifacts
and the administration of an exam. This course is recommended for students with an interest in applying technology
to any discipline and observing its effect on any facet of our society.
10045 AP Computer Science A
Prerequisite: 10020 or 10030
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Using Java, preparation for the Advanced Placement Exam is the focus of this course. Students will learn about
essential software engineering concepts such as composition, inheritance, data structures, and algorithms. It is
recommended that students pursuing degrees and careers in Computer Science, engineering, and applied math and
science enroll in this course.

ESOL Course Descriptions
19010 ESOL English I
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL Language Arts I is designed for English learners who are at a pre-functional level of English proficiency as
defined by the Ohio Department of Education. The emphasis of the course is on creating and developing a foundation
of English Language Arts curriculum concepts, vocabulary, and skills in all four language modalities (speaking,
listening, reading, and writing). This course follows the Common Core State Standards for ELA as well as the Ohio
English Language Proficiency Standards.
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19020 ESOL English II
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL Language Arts II is designed for English learners who are at a beginning level of English proficiency as defined
by the Ohio Department of Education and who are able to demonstrate mastery of the concepts and skills taught in
ESOL English I. The emphasis of the course is on promoting the ongoing development of English Language Arts
curriculum concepts, vocabulary, and skills in all four language modalities (speaking, listening, reading, and writing)
with an increase in the complexity of texts and level of mastery of expressive writing in English. This course follows
the Common Core State Standards for ELA as well as the Ohio English Language Proficiency Standards.
19030 ESOL English III
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL English III is designed for English learners who are at an intermediate level of English proficiency as defined by
the Ohio Department of Education and who are able to demonstrate mastery of the concepts and skills taught in
ESOL English II. The emphasis of the course is on extending the development of English Language Arts curriculum
concepts, vocabulary, and skills in all four language modalities (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) with an
increase in the complexity of texts and level of mastery of expressive writing in English. Additionally, the course aims
to prepare students to transition into mainstream English Language Arts classes. This course follows the Common
Core State Standards for ELA as well as the Ohio English Language Proficiency Standards.
19040 ESOL Reading I
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL Reading I is a targeted reading intervention class for various levels of English learners as defined by the Ohio
Department of Education. The focus of the course is on building and continuing to develop a strong foundation of
phonics and phonemic awareness through the use of the SRA Corrective Reading program as well as other research
based supplemental resources. It is recommended to be taken in conjunction with an ESOL Language Arts class.
Placement is determined using AIMS Web fluency and comprehension assessments as well as SRA placement
assessments.
19041 ESOL Reading II
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: semester
Credit: .5
ESOL Reading II is a targeted reading intervention class for various levels of English learners as defined by the Ohio
Department of Education. The focus of the course is to support the development of strong reading comprehension
skills through the use of the SRA Corrective Reading program as well as research based supplemental resources. It
is recommended to be taken in conjunction with an ESOL Language Arts class. Placement is determined using AIMS
Web comprehension assessments as well as SRA placement assessments.
19042 ESOL Reading III
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: semester
Credit: .5
ESOL Reading III is a targeted reading intervention class for various levels of English learners as defined by the Ohio
Department of Education. The focus of the course is to support the development of strong reading comprehension
skills and vocabulary mastery through the use of the SRA Corrective Reading program as well as other research
based supplemental resources. It is recommended to be taken in conjunction with an ESOL Language Arts class.
Additionally, this course is intended to support the transition of English learners into mainstream content area
classes. Placement is determined using AIMS Web comprehension assessments as well as SRA placement
assessments.
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19000 ESOL Academic Support
Prerequisite: Designation as English language learner
Length: Semester
Credit: None
ESOL Support is designed to assist English language learners with content-area texts and assignments. Any current
or recently exited ELL student may be in ESOL Support.
19070 ESOL Physical Science
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL Physical Science is for any English learner at an intermediate level or below of English proficiency as defined by
the Ohio Department of Education. Through the course, students will learn about Forces and Motion, Conservation of
Energy, Wave motion, Matter, and the Universe through theme based units using technology, collaboration, and
scientific inquiry. The course follows Ohio State Standards for Science which are scaffolded to meet the academic
language development needs of English learners and prepares students for state exit exams required for graduation.
This course is offered on an every-other year rotation with ESOL Biology.
19060 ESOL American History
Prerequisite: Designation as an English learner
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: year
Credit: 1
ESOL American History is for various levels of English learners as defined by the Ohio Department of Education. The
course is a study of the people, forces and events that have shaped the United States starting with 1877 and into the
21st century. The course follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for Social Studies which are scaffolded to meet this
academic language development needs of English learners and prepares students for state exit exams required for
graduation. The course is offered on an every-other year rotation with ESOL Modern World History.

Family and Consumer Science Course Descriptions
12100 Foods
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Cooking has never been easier or more nutritious. This course will allow students to explore cooking methods and
healthy cooking tips. Through lab experiences, demonstrations, and class projects, students will gain confidence in
the kitchen while preparing meals for home and entertaining.
12110 Gourmet Foods
Prerequisite: 12100
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Cooking demonstrations and labs lead students into gourmet cooking, including hors d’oeuvres, soups, salads, yeast
breads, entrees, side dishes, garnishes, and desserts. Recipe writing and plate presentations will be a focus of this
course. Students will conduct a mini restaurant.
12120 International Foods
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students will explore the culture and cuisines of our global society. This course will explore USA, African-American,
Mexican, Japanese, Chinese, Indian, French, Italian, Spanish, German and Greek foods and customs.
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12210 Fashion Design I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course focuses on the fashion industry: fad vs. classics, careers and design principles. It includes wardrobe
planning and coordination to meet individual needs. Through a personal analysis, students will learn to pick colors,
hairstyles, clothing, and accessories to flatter their figure. There will be no clothing construction in this course.
12220 Fashion Design II
Prerequisite: 12210 or 12200
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Using the basic elements and principles of design, knowledge of sewing techniques, and knowledge of the fashion
industry, students will design an outfit, create workable patterns, and construct the design for him/herself.
12200 Fashion Sewing
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Sewing can be a form of self expression by the construction of fashionable clothes. The student learns basic sewing
skills, selection of fabric and commercial patterns, and timesaving techniques. Students will complete at least two
large garments and two small projects.

Marketing/Management Course Offerings
09411 Business Foundations
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9,10
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This is the first course for the Business Administrative Services, Finance and Marketing career fields. It introduces
students to specializations within the three career fields. Students will obtain knowledge and skills in fundamental
business activities. They will acquire knowledge of business processes, economics, and business relationships.
09412 Marketing Principles
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9,10
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Students will obtain fundamental knowledge and skills in marketing communications, marketing management,
marketing research, merchandising and professional selling. They will acquire knowledge of marketing strategies,
market identification techniques, employability skills, business ethics and law, economic principles and international
business. Technology, leadership and communications will be incorporated in classroom activities.
09310 Marketing Management and Research I
09320 Marketing Management and Research I (Seniors)
Prerequisite: Permission of the teacher
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students will create, execute, and evaluate promotional strategies and content for advertising, sales promotion, and
publicity/public relations. They will apply project management techniques to guide and control promotional campaign
development and execution. Students will incorporate motivation theories, branding techniques and design principles
in communications with targeted audiences. They will plan and implement procedures to use marketing
communications that mitigate image or brand-damaging issues. Technology, employability skills, leadership and
communications will be incorporated in classroom activities.
09330 Marketing Management and Research II
Prerequisite: Admission by application and approval of teacher. Must have completed or in Marketing Management
and Research I 09310.
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Students will apply management and motivation theories to plan, organize and direct staff toward goal achievement.
They will learn to manage a workforce, lead change, and build relationships with employees and customers. Students
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will use technology to analyze the internal and external business environment, determine trends impacting business,
and examine risks threatening organizational success. Ethical challenges, project management and strategic
planning will also be addressed. Students will have the opportunity to take the Marketing CLEP test and may earn
college credit for the course. Students in this course must schedule 09340 (Marketing Education Internship).
09340 Marketing Management and Research Internship
Prerequisite: 09310 and must be enrolled in 09330
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Marketing Internship students work in a business environment 4 to 6 hours a week. Students can work three separate
experiences of one quarter each. They work with the instructor to match experiences with career goals. Internships
may be paid or unpaid. Emphasis is placed on quality of experience rather than pay. Students select one quarter to
“exempt out” and complete an alternate assignment (useful if students play varsity sports or have other time
significant activities during a particular quarter). Students receive one credit for their internship experiences.

Music Course Descriptions
06200 Aviator Chorale (Ladies- Soprano/Alto)
06201 Aviator Chorale (Men - Tenor/Bass)
Prerequisite: Interest in singing
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This choir is for soprano, alto, tenor and bass voices. As a member of this choir, students will study correct vocal
production, sight-singing, music theory and performance skills. Performances will include concerts, contests and
outside performances. Participation may involve singing music representing various cultures and sacred events.
Participation in performances outside school hours is required. There are costume and personal expenses
associated with this ensemble.
06210 Bella Voce
Prerequisite: Audition or Director recommendation
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
As a member of this soprano and alto voice choir, the student is given the opportunity to
improve basic singing skills, sight-singing skills, and performance skills. Performances will include concerts, contests
and outside performances. This choir will serve as preparation for the Choral Select Ensemble. Participation may
involve singing music representing various cultures and sacred events. Participation in performances outside school
hours is required. There are costume and personal expenses associated with this ensemble.
06220 Choral Select Ensemble
Prerequisite: Audition or Director's recommendation Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This is a highly selective mixed choir with a balance of voice parts (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) and with an emphasis
on maintaining highly competitive musical/performance standards. This choir is for the skilled vocalist. Attributes of
superior performance – intonation, vocal independence, and interpretation – will be emphasized. Objectives include
developing the voice to a high performance level and familiarizing students with representative choral literature from
classical to contemporary music. Some members of this ensemble focus on developing skills and techniques for the
choral singer combined with dance. Performances include concerts, contests, and outside performances.
Participation may involve singing music representing various cultures and sacred events. Participation in
performances outside school hours is required. Members of this ensemble conduct themselves with the highest level
of professionalism, trustworthiness and maturity. There are costume and personal expenses associated with this
ensemble.
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06100 Band
Prerequisite: Audition or Director's recommendation Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
As members of the band, students have the opportunity to develop their musical skills and prepare for life-long
enjoyment of music performance in a concert band setting with additional opportunities for small ensemble
experiences. Performances are an integral part of band and include concerts, Ohio Music Education Association
Events, community performances and opportunities for participation in select/honor bands. In the Spring, auditions
are held for placement in the three concert bands. Participation in performances outside school hours is required.
There are uniform and personal expenses associated with membership in the band. Additional extracurricular
opportunities which are available but not required for students in band include, marching band, jazz band, pep band
and musical orchestra.
06300 String Orchestra
Prerequisite: Audition or Director's recommendation Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
As a member of the String Orchestra you will experience an ongoing study of string literature ranging from classical
to modern. Opportunities are available for chamber music, full orchestra, solo, small ensembles and the musical
orchestra. Sight-reading, theory and technical aspects of string playing will be included. Wind and percussion players
are obtained from the band on a part-time basis to provide a full orchestra experience. Performances include
concerts, contests, assemblies, school and community functions. Participation in performances outside school hours
is required. There are costume and personal expenses associated with this ensemble.
06600 Study of Rock Music I
Prerequisite: Interest in rock music
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
What is Rock? How did it develop? This course will examine the Rock Music phenomenon from its beginnings in
popular music through its development into the powerful influence on today’s society. Come prepared to investigate
and examine rock music and its creators.
06601 Study of Rock Music II
Prerequisite: Study of Rock Music I
Grade: 10,11,12 Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course takes roots and early development of rock music examined in Study of Rock Music I and examines how it
continued to develop through the 1970’s to the present. Social, cultural, and political influences as well as the birth
and evolution of MTV and the resulting impact on rock music will be studied.
06410 Guitar I
Prerequisite: Interest in Guitar
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Did you know that many of today’s famous guitarists began learning guitar when they were high school? This class is
for students who have taken Intro to Guitar I at the Junior High, beginning students or students who have had no
previous guitar instruction. Get some use out of the guitar that has been sitting around for years. Learn chords,
strumming, melodies, styles. You don’t have to know anything about the guitar to take this class. If you don’t have a
guitar, the school will provide one for you.
06420 Guitar II
Prerequisite: 06410 or permission of instructor
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course is a continuation of the skills acquired in Guitar I at the high school or in Intro to Guitar II at the Junior
High. Emphasis will be placed on refining basic techniques, individual development in technique and playing style,
and ensemble performance. It is recommended, but not required, that you provide your own guitar for this course.
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06430 Guitar III
Prerequisite: 06420 or permission of instructor
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course is an extension of Guitar II for students who wish to continue developing their guitar skills. Advanced
guitar students will work to develop in areas mutually targeted by the student and the teacher. In addition to solo
playing, ensemble performance in a variety of musical styles will also be introduced. This class may be taken for
credit more than once with permission of the instructor.
06510 Piano I
Prerequisite: Interest in Piano
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This class is for students who have taken piano class at the Junior High, beginning students or students who have
had some previous instruction. Students learn chords, basic music theory, participate in group activities, and receive
individualized instruction at their level. Both classical and popular music are learned. A keyboard at home is helpful,
but not required.
06520 Piano II
Prerequisite: 06510 or permission of instructor
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This class is for students who have completed Piano I or have permission of the instructor. New solos and duets,
both classical and popular, are learned. Students will develop their technique and learn more about the influences of
music theory. Use of group activities enhance the learning experience. Learning to play the piano can provide life-long
enjoyment.
06530 Piano III
Prerequisite:06520 or permission of instructor
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This class is for students who are more advanced. Differentiated instruction will be given to improve technique and
increase knowledge and repertoire. Students may play both classical and popular music and participate in group
ensembles. This class may be taken for credit more than once with permission of the instructor. Learning to play the
piano can provide life-long enjoyment.
06610 Music Technology I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Music Technology is offered to allow students to learn about and work with state-of-the-art techniques of music
creation. Students are exposed to basic music concepts using Digital Audio Workstations like GarageBand,
Band-in-a-Box, and Logic. The Music Technology Lab is equipped with Apple computers, along with keyboards,
microphones and related equipment to help students create music of their own or interpret the music of others.
Music Technology is open to students of all levels of experience. Students interested in the current methods of music
creation and production should consider taking this course.
06612 Music Technology II
Prerequisite: 06610
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Music Technology II is offered for students who have successfully completed the course work in Music Technology I
and who have a desire to learn advanced music production skills and techniques. This course reinforces Midi
recording and editing techniques learned in Music Technology I while adding audio recording and mixing techniques
into class projects. Other areas of instruction include song writing, composing music for film and electronic music
arranging. Students interested in music education, music performance or music technology should consider taking
this course. This class may be taken for credit more than once with the permission of the instructor.
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06620 Music Theory
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course is a study of the fundamentals of music – the elements, the terminology, the notation and the structure.
Ear training, dictation (rhythmic, melodic, harmonic), sight-reading, transposition, composition, and arranging will be
included in this course of study. The study of music theory will promote the development of skills in basic
musicianship and performance. Students should have a working knowledge of music notation before enrolling in this
course.
06615 AP Music Theory
Prerequisite: Music Theory or permission of instructor Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
This course integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary composition,
and to some extent history and style. Musicianship skills such as dictation and other listening skills, sight-singing,
and keyboard harmony are considered an important part of the theory course. The student’s ability to read and write
musical notation is fundamental to this course. It is strongly recommended that the student will have acquired at
least basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument. The ultimate goal of this course is to develop a student’s
ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented
in a score. This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement Music Theory test.

Physical Education/Health Course Descriptions
07200 Health
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Health is a required course usually taken during your sophomore year. This is a study and application course that
equips students to practice wise decision making skills. Our goal is to help students maintain a healthy state of
physical, mental and social well being. The units of study are: Wellness, Mental Health, Alcohol, Drugs, Tobacco,
Cancer and Sex Education.
07210 Contemporary Health Issues
Prerequisite: 07200
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This course will be a project based class that focuses on life changing and health enhancing habits as well as
decisions. The purpose of this course is to equip students with the tools and resources available to make important
decisions that will impact their health and future.
● Goal setting, communication, and decision making skills for life long success
● Emotional well being - how to properly deal with stress, and proactively address mental health concerns
● Habits of highly effective teens: taking responsibility, defining your purpose and mission in life
● Nutrition that enhances your ability to accomplish goals
● Addictions that limit our goals, and strategies for prevention
● Dating relationships that encourage personal values and purpose
● Regular exercise that enhances productivity and enjoyment in life
This course will help students personally explore health and wellness issues that juniors and seniors will face as they
adapt and transition from high school to college and career life. Pertinent topics and concepts will be reinforced
through the use of outside speakers, round table discussions, debates, video reflections, individual and group
research, peer and outside collaboration, as well as student and faculty led presentations. The exercise portion of
class will include utilizing our weight room, gym and visiting fitness/wellness facilities. Students will gain awareness
and be introduced to opportunities through post-secondary speakers and visiting regional colleges/universities.

69

•
Sycamore High School

Table of Contents

07100 Foundations of Personal Fitness
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 9, 10

Length: Semester

Credit: .25

Required for all students, this course should ideally be taken in grade 9. Foundations of Personal Fitness
concentrates on aerobic conditioning, muscular endurance, muscular strength, body composition and flexibility.
Students will explore these areas in the gym, lab, and classroom. Modules on cardio games will also be taught.
Because of the format of this class, there is no requirement that the student be an outstanding athlete. To succeed in
this course, however, the student must cooperatively and consistently participate to the best of his/her ability. This
course is required for all students for graduation and fulfills one of the two courses required in physical education. It
is recommended that Foundations of Personal Fitness be taken first.
07360 Lifeguard Training
Prerequisite: Must be 15 years old with reasonably strong swimming skills. Teacher recommendation.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
The first few weeks emphasize good stroke mechanics with a gradual build up in conditioning. The remainder of the
course follows the Red Cross course of study for lifeguarding. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid are also
taught. Successful completion leads to Red Cross certification in the three courses. Approval by instructor is needed
before signing up for this class. A $35 fee is required for this course to pay for the certification.
07310 Basketball I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
Geared for boys and girls who enjoy team sports and demanding physical exertion, but who are relatively unskilled in
basketball techniques. The first several weeks are devoted to the fundamentals of dribbling, passing, shooting,
established position, rebounding, and interacting within the team. The final portion of the course is primarily devoted
to playing in game situations.
07311 Basketball II
Prerequisite: 07310 or Teacher Recommendation
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
This course is designed for the interscholastic and skilled intramural player. After a few weeks of fundamental work,
the majority of the time is spent playing games. Varied offenses and defenses are covered along with coaching
strategies. The student is schooled in the basics of officiating.
07330 Lifetime Sports
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
The skills, rules, and strategies of golf, tennis, archery, badminton, and bowling will be stressed as well as weight
training and fitness activities. Fees will be charged if field trips are taken.
07340 Outdoor Recreation
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester
Credit: .25
A field and stream class for the sportsman including safety, skills, and techniques of fishing; fly tying; archery;
survival; cardiovascular fitness; canoeing; hiking; camping; skiing; fitness; walking; and orienteering. Over half of class
time is in the classroom. Fees will be charged if field trips are taken.
07350 Power Volleyball I
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester
Credit: .25
The beginner volleyball student learns the dig, the set pass, bump pass, spike, and serve while learning to coordinate
skills with teammates to develop into an efficient team. A unit on physical fitness will also be covered.
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07351 Power Volleyball II
Prerequisite: 07350; on Volleyball Team; or ability to serve overhand
Grade: 10, 11 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
This course is offered to students who are interested in improving and perfecting their skills in volleyball. The class
will focus on intermediate and advanced techniques, offense and defense variations, fitness, officiating, rules, drills,
and safety procedures.
07320 Team Sports
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
Structured for the student who enjoys team interaction and demanding physical activity, this course emphasizes the
fundamentals and skills common to all team sports. The course includes volleyball, soccer, flag football, frisbee
football, basketball, softball, and team handball; the course may also include weight training and physical fitness.
07370 Weight Training
Prerequisite: 07100
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
This course is designed for male and female students who desire to improve their physique, strength, bulk, or power.
The program will consist of using the Gregory Fitness Center. Weight training will be three days per week and a
mixture of physical education activities the other two.
07380 Coaching Principles and Leadership
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Note: Does not count for Health or P.E. credit
This course is designed to allow students the opportunity to develop skills to become a successful coach and leader.
Coaching opportunities are available in youth sports for many high school and college students. The values and
leadership opportunities that one can learn through coaching and leadership opportunities will help students in the
future as coaches and leaders in all aspects of life. This course may provide internship opportunities.
07390 High School Officiating
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 10, 11,12
Length: Semester
Credit: .25
This course is designed to allow students the opportunity to become certified officials according to the NIRSA
(National Intramural and Recreational Sports Association) Guidelines. The students will be trained to officiate soccer,
flag football, basketball, volleyball, and slow pitch softball. This will be hands on class allowing the person who
completes the class to be immediately employed by a youth sports organization or a college Intramural Sports
Department. The soccer, volleyball, and basketball classes will also follow the National Federation of High School
Sports Guidelines so that you will be able to become certified to officiate Junior High School and Youth Sports. Each
student will be expected to follow the official’s code of conduct and to officiate in the community. Each student will
be required to participate in each sport in order to allow their classmates officiating opportunities.

Teaching Professions Course Offerings
15076 Theory of Teaching and Learning
Prerequisite: none
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Theory of Teaching and Learning is the first level course in the two-year Teaching Professions Program. This course
is designed for the student who enjoys working with children through the teaching and learning process. Students will
utilize technology to prepare presentations and portfolio documents. Field trips to different school buildings and
colleges will be incorporated into the classroom activities. Guest speakers from higher educational institutions will
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present current theory and practice. This program is designed to support the student’s post-secondary Teaching
Professions career major. In this course, students will be introduced to the following: Orientation to Teaching
Professions, Understanding the Learner, Communication Skills, Teaching Strategies in the Learning Environment,
Assessing Teaching and Learning, and Professional Development.
15077 Teaching and Learning Field Experience
Prerequisite: 15076 (can be concurrent)
Grade: 12
Length: Year
Credit: 2 (2 periods required)
Teaching and Learning Field Experience is the second level course in the two-year Teaching Professions Program. In
this course, students will receive instruction to successfully observe and begin practicing the principles of teaching
and learning by completing internships with mentor teachers in the preschool, primary, intermediate, middle and high
school levels. Visits to colleges with education programs will be incorporated into the program. Technology will be
utilized to develop presentations and the course portfolio. Students will receive instruction and support as they
develop the capstone portfolio project. Emphasis will be placed on developing college level writing and revision skills
while utilizing technology. Through focused instruction, students will expand and deepen their knowledge of the
content they were exposed to in Theory of Teaching and Learning. Upon successful completion of the portfolio and
achieving a passing score of 85%, students will have the opportunity to earn college credit at participating four and
two year colleges. This program is designed to support the student’s post-secondary Teaching Profession career
major. Students in 12th grade who choose to take both courses will use three periods each day for the courses. This
is a College Credit Plus course and students must be enrolled to participate.

Technology Education Course Offerings
11000 Audio Video Technology
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
The field of Communications is exploding with opportunities! Videos are now a part of our everyday life. This
semester long course will introduce students to Audio and Video communications. In this course students will create
videos, stop animations, storyboards, advertisements and much more. Students will learn how to be a director, audio
visual specialist, writer, talent, videographer, animator, digital video editor and a producer. This class will use a variety
of software and electronic media like Adobe Photoshop, Windows Movie Maker, Adobe After Effects/Premiere, digital
video cameras and audio equipment. This course may be repeated for credit.
11100 Intro to Engineering and Architectural Design
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: .5
This course will offer students an in-depth introduction to 3D printing, problem solving techniques, different
technologies, Engineering, drafting and Architectural design. Students will be exposed to different programs like,
Autodesk 2014 software package, Solid edge 2015 and Sketchup software (the most up-to-date software package on
the market) to complete design challenges. Students will be exposed to different types of Engineering problems
throughout this course. This course serves as a prerequisite for Engineering Design II and Architectural
Drawing/Design.
11110 Engineering Design I
Prerequisite: Algebra II or concurrent enrollment
Grade: 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
An introductory drafting course for those students interested in engineering, 3D printing, 3D modeling, design, and
architecture who have no previous background in drafting or 3D printing. This course covers many of the types of
drawings used in the drafting field; including but not limited to Single View, Multiview, Solids, and Extruded Drawings.
This course will also introduce students to 3D printing. All work is completed on the computer using Autocad 2014
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and Solid Edge 2015 software suite. Prerequisite for the course is that you must be a junior or senior and have had or
be currently enrolled in Algebra II.
11120 Engineering Design II
Prerequisite: 11100 or 11110
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Engineering Design II emphasizes 3D printing techniques, 3D modeling, mechanical drawing and advanced CAD
programs. This class is recommended for the student who wishes to pursue not only a career in the industrial design
field (i.e., engineering, mechanical, design), but in any technology related field. AutoDesk 2014 programs and Solid
Edge 2015 is strongly emphasized. This course may be repeated for credit with permission of the instructor.
11130 Architectural Drawing/Design
Prerequisite: 11100
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Year
Credit: 1
Recommended for the student interested in pursuing a career in architecture, design, or engineering. The student
learns to draw house plans using many of the basic design principles and techniques demonstrated in today’s
structures. Autodesk2014 software suite will be used to aid in student project designs. This course may be repeated
for credit with permission of the instructor.
11140 Engineering I
Prerequisite: Precalculus – completed or concurrent enrollment
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Engineering I is an introductory course, enabling students to obtain information about the various fields of
engineering and technology. It will emphasize the similarities between different fields of engineering, rather than the
differences. Moreover, students will receive college-level training in ethics and professional skills. The course will
include four (4) hands-on experimental modules that will enable students to explore mechanical, chemical, and
electrical phenomena. Mathematics and computing will enter all of the modules through data acquisition, analysis,
and presentation. The class has 4 learning objectives:
1. To introduce students to the various fields of engineering and technology.
2. To introduce students to professional skills such as ethics, teamwork, problem solving, communication, and
knowledge synthesis.
3. To develop good problem solving skills by applying problem solving strategies to a variety of engineering
problems.
4. To cultivate effective team-work and communication skills through lab work and an oral presentation.
Engineering I will allow students to earn high school and college credit. Students can enroll for this course through
the University of Cincinnati through College Credit Plus and earn college credit with successful completion of the
class. This class is a required class at the University of Cincinnati for all students studying engineering.
11141 Engineering II
Prerequisite: 11140
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
Engineering II is an advanced course that will build on the principles of Engineering I and introduce students to real
world applications. Students will work in teams to solve problems and build adaptive devices. This course will
incorporate many different fields of Engineering and Technology and will allow students to have an opportunity to
complete one independent study/project per quarter. Students can earn college credit through the University of
Cincinnati via College Credit Plus if they did not earn credit for Engineering I. This course may be repeated for credit
with permission of the instructor.
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11142 Mat Lab I
Prerequisite: Algebra II Completed or Concurrent enrollment
Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester
Credit: .5
This is the first in a unique sequence of interdisciplinary courses designed to develop good problem solving
techniques and to illustrate how engineers use mathematics to solve a variety of practical and often complex
problems. The course will closely track and directly apply fundamental theory from algebra, trigonometry, and
calculus to relevant engineering applications chosen from a variety of disciplines. MATLAB® will be introduced and
progressively developed as a programming tool to enable students to explore engineering concepts, to investigate
solutions to problems too complex for hand solutions, and to develop an appreciation of the power and limitations of
computer tools. Special attention will be given to graphical visualization of concepts and to numerical approximation
techniques and the errors associated with approximations. The course includes a multi-week design project with
students working in teams and presenting their solutions to other student teams. This course will allow students to
earn high school and college credit via College Credit Plus. Students can enroll for this course through the University
of Cincinnati and earn college credit with successful completion of the class. This class is a required class at the
University of Cincinnati for all students studying engineering. 
Students are required to purchase a student copy of
the MatLab software for this class.
11200 Woods
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester
Credit: .5
A course designed for the beginning woodworker. The student will learn the proper way to use hand tools and power
tools for woodworking with emphasis on safety. The types of woods used and how they differ will be examined. The
instructor will assign the first woodworking project which will deal with all the woodworking power tools. The second
project will be designed by the student using the skills learned. This course may be repeated for credit with
permission of the instructor.
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Semester Course List
There are many great options to fill in an open semester slot in your schedule. This is a listing of semester course
electives by department. For full course descriptions and other information, please look in the appropriate section of
the Course Planner. Note that many of these courses have prerequisites that must be taken before enrolling in the
semester course. Remember that some of these courses may be withheld and not offered next year due to
enrollment and staffing decisions. This list does not include semester courses that are part of a four year sequence
or courses intended for intervention/remediation. Remember that there are also some excellent yearlong electives for
you to consider.
English

01720 Communications
01730 Creative Writing
01740 Screenwriting

Science

03616 Forensics
03650 Science Capstone

Social Studies

04120 Law Studies
04320 American Military History
04330 Psychology I
04340 Psychology II
04354 MacroEconomics Accelerated
04130 World Cultures & Geography
04140 Contemporary World Issues

Art

05010 Foundations of Art
05020 2D Art
05021 3D Art
05050 Graphic Design
05030 Drawing
05040 Painting
05100 Ceramics I
05110 Ceramics II
05300 Fundamentals of Photography
05310 Creative Techniques in Photography
05320 Advanced Explorations in Photography

Business Technology

09106 Economics
09222 Technology Literacy I
09232 Technology Literacy II
09410 Mobile Game Design
09350 Sports and Entertainment Management/Marketing
09110 Accounting I
09120 Accounting II
09400 Web and Graphic Design
09411 Business Foundations
09412 Marketing Principles

Computer Science

10010 3D Movie Animation
10020 Advanced Modeling and Animation
10030 Computer Science Principles AP
10001 Game Programming
10060 Animated 3D Modeling
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Family and Consumer Sciences
12100 Foods
12110 Gourmet Foods
12120 International Foods
12210 Fashion Design I
12220 Fashion Design II
12200 Fashion Sewing

Music

06600 Study of Rock Music
06410 Guitar I
06420 Guitar II
06430 Guitar III
06510 Piano I
06520 Piano II
06530 Piano III
06610 Music Technology I
06612 Music Technology II
06620 Music Theory

Physical Education

07100 Foundations of Personal Fitness
07360 Lifeguard Training
07310 Basketball I
07311 Basketball II
07330 Lifetime Sports
07340 Outdoor Recreation
07350 Power Volleyball I
07351 Power Volleyball II
07320 Team Sports
07370 Weight Training
07380 Coaching Principles and Leadership
07200 Health
07390 High School Officiating

Technology Education

11000 Audio Video Technology
11100 Intro to Engineering and Architectural Design
11110 Engineering Design I
11120 Engineering Design II
11140 Engineering I
11141 Engineering II
11142 Mat Lab I
11200 Woods

Theater

13000 Introduction to Acting
13010 Acting Technique
13110 Technical Theater
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